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LEAD-IN

Jt'n fivc pasl ten, Mondey eventng, Octobur 2Tth. Outaide Iha congines o
the dom In which 1 type thic, darkncae, cold, (0g 8 typicsl Thaves Valley
Autvmp  Ingide, 1 Crouch over tke 1BM Seleciric, wqueezed (m momewherc
betwecn Lhe hundreds of books, umagazioes, papers {oot Lo mention @ globs ot
the Moop} whichk ccomd thmpe confines. Most of VECTOR 70 Is sl lbu pribléra,
311 that I3 left to 40 being Lhe #01torial snd Lhe settlog up o ke cover.

) have speni moxl of ke laul five daya praducing thn copy (or this jasue.

by A 30 tomprrov sornismg 11 wil) all be at the prioters, oo Saturday et
teplve (D¥) It wi)]l De pribted; on Susday )t wil) be put 1ogether and stufted
in eavelopea. on Ronday, bulk mailrd 10 Boackmell); and by Thursday, in your
hands. Ry the ti®e 1 return frow Novacon 00 Sundwy Ptb Noveeber, the Tirst
letiera-of-comrent will be an their way ..and ) shall slrcady be an the may
tnwaede VECTOA 71. the Chrimtmes 3183un S0, here and now, | pooder shal your
verdict s Jikely to be on this, (be Lirdl L@sve 1 Lhe magazine wbich ] hawe
antirely produzed.

| hopu thal your verdict will be & favourable anc - certatnly of the 50
or so0 letters cecrived commmniing on YECTOR €9 end the NEWSIETTER. tha over-
whelasng majority »ere favourable rl1ad to pee \he magazine hack, happy that
the RSFA (» URCK IN enipience. full Of 200d wiBhey {wnd ufiers of belp) fur
the ftuture A Lrewendouslv encouraging téapomse. nul only for we os VECTOR
«ditor, but far the whole comaltiec  Wc arc cevtainly dolag our Ievel beal
(o tollnw Up WD yOUr SUZRAST10RD, and trying O mpke the RSFA a (orce to be
recuoned 1Lk Ln 4f. The next year could aee sowe gromt thinga

To retdra more specifical)y La VECTORN 70: 1 retber feel 1hat yave opinian
of the 1saue wil) e depemdent an your silitude to tbr majar article, “Sciémce
Fiction s Urban Virton™. Chrig Hamnelt, the auihar, 18 3 lecturer in cha
norial actences faculry of Ihe Opeo Uniuersity chulrwan af the urbap develop-
©enl couriae, and (abvously) » vcader of et I belizve hia mrticic 13
imporiant one, since 11 lends new 1n9ight (Ale the Lrban turure Beib lor \he
Af reader and far the plenner. It 15 werious, carciully researched, yet
»til) cminently readable,

A5 w#ell an thia I1ong plece, we have ennther of Roh Sbaw’@ highly anter-
atning 1alke, “Tiwe Truvellers Among Us™ @ob hupes - aod |°m mure idat ihe
rest of us will join hiu in thin hope - 1hat 1¢ =]} be bui the fival of 3
AAFiaS, 10 CONIINUS =ith “Telepaihs . .=, “Alsens...”, detallimg (be wctivities
of ycience fictional avchelypen im our midat.

Another familiar naac thia isauc (s that of1 Edeund Conper, shnae ariicle
tolence in SF” (uked a Jook st soae Of the major w=urka of I1he genre
whereinm vialence bas bren used to various cficcta. Mr. Cooper lays stress
om Lhe moral vse of vicleacs (n af, which ratses (hes whols quastion of
whelhey Lhers are situalloos in af - imdeed, 1A Lhe arte in gerersl - where
viulence ia belng used in an imsoral way 1L would cei nly be posaible
to AugReat 1het soue exsmples of the uvae of violence are exploitative. and
rhat thiz im Lp be abhnrred - though [ certminly do not ally myasli with
those calling for cenaorship to bs incrcsacd. Adulte are Intelligent ond
marglly reepongible enouph 1o declde £fOr themselves whal they wish to rend/
view. To take thia dcciaton nut of their honds 1» to deny an important
eAapact of their bhueanity.
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Pussing v 10 o1hey 1tems 10 1hie lysue - end stopplug the cditoriul brecomeng
“preochy’, ay Dura =ould 98y - 1'n pleased thol Lwo of the review column:
promized an Vhe Jasl ssuue huve materialized Koith ¥reemsn's ook nt fanzimes,
4ng rhe cinrne coluan. This 1stter came Iruw wn unueapecicd dirvcllon  rather
uul of tha bBlue. an f3<1 IR M@ persun of Andrem Tidmarsh  We bupe 1hal he
»ill be continuing 1o piovide uy with file reviews. Adau re-imatiluted thie
1ssue iw Lhe Leltér-volwmus  This 35 amore Jamiied in apace that 1 would lame,
but Tedlers squeezed oul of VECIUH uppear in tho NEWSLETTER.

The “Influlty Box" ls ralher Irss 1ofinate this dasue Lhan [ast, sownly
brcauac it lokea I13mc to re-orgsnige the flow of vovaew books, and to get ehe
old revicucE urdting Again  Thus | was pArticniarly plcoced lo recejve
again out ot the blue 8 raview [rom James Carley. #ho Lells we he used 10
write for YEUTOR uboul six years sgo. Hiy wo a4 most weleame returs  The
rust of 1be ruviews are Ly fsces old and new, ond 1le next rssuc af VECTOR
=ull, =milh luck, conlaein reviews by o number cf Lhe vl tesn that Halcalw
Edmards built up

What Of the future? In Detmeen wurk on V71, due ovt for Christmas_ |
Rt pul suteciel tugether fur o speclul Jawes Blish (ssue. as
ted in Lhe Moyt NEMSLETTER, s tusk which is proving more 1imc-consumsng
thuo | hed urighnally vaticepated, slthough | have received a great deal of
nelp from Judy Blush: help for which I az especiully grateful ms 11 =as given
in the mldst of hurricd preporations fur o visil 1o Geeece | um uld0 ~ocking
on the collection of material for Lhu “Yearbuook™, suggesied by Hen Sluter

Any suggestion for items which should by included in this weuld be gratefully
recerved and carefully considered. 1°m knping Loe Yearbnok will be outl in
betwren Ide Nee ¥ear and the Mancon. at Easter.

A5 you will gather, 300 thas publiahing ik very Vime-consunlog - 31
absorbs abaut | o1 my waking hnurs adl prrsent - ond thus [ nm particulorly
happy Lo tall you Fhat Hesth Frerman 3@ praviding aseistanee an the buasness
monagemant gade of VECTOR. and thac oncc he hands on 1he Trassucevahip, he
=11] Lr comlhg over o by Lo work s Businews Munsger, Lo encuvrupe smles,
distrlbulioe, and udverlising procurement The queslion vf finding un edilor
1or the NEWSLETTER iy one whith exercises mv wiud, bul ub present withioul
rolutine

An | ace things at ke wonenl, iU i guing 1o Luke sume lime before Lhe
HSFA aertica dawn :nlo o stesdy progresy, and similurdy, it =ill be somc Cime
before the content/riyle nf VECTOR scitles iole a patlern under my enitorial
hund I leel at times more Itke a publicher tham an cdidnr - &0 much af (he
work io of u clerical nr produrtion natyre. | alan fecl mysel? pulled 1n &
numbsr of directions by different meahcra of che af world Whilsy reoalmning
respansive ¢n there poople's idees, ) have & lelrly cléar wivw of Lhc poth
#hich VEIITOR ghould fallos, and ] hupe thol Lhese firsl two issucs bngether
fotm 5 Siep alung Vhat path  Onc recent correspondent darnd me to “give
Ibe rog some credibility” you're an, dike - (hat's just whgt | shall be
Lrying to do A 13ttle Lame 16 wll | ask

Meading through thly editarial - indeed, teodlag through the whole of
¥70 - | wonder whether 1€ says Log puch  oF nothing aC wll. In personal
tormg. to qunte Bon Macican . T'm all tled up on Lbe vulynide/Ng-one kpows
quite =hat §'ve got/But [ Knos that aa (he dnsidesYhot | wacd to be 1'n nnd/
Amyoure .

--a Chriatopher Fouler
27/10/1975/23.90



Bob Show

Time Travellers
Among Us

A questius that in frequert)y agkad in 1b2 6f world 18- “IT Tim= Travel i1 to
become passible In the future. why hove we oal sern tioe travellers mwong ua?™

Only thia morntng [ =83 calking to & well-knmm mi Author Ln the bar, med )
£31d to hiw, “Cen ] have thal fiver you bDorrowed last Emster?”

He scrutinised s¢ keraly far » conunl #na aaid, “Bob, if tlee trevel is to
became posaible do the Iuture, why havr wa not seen time travellers amoog us?™

There are = nomber oI possibla amanern to that gquestiom - a favaurite
one asnng 4l writarc being anybudy who vtsltse us Cros the fature has 19
obey Lhe Prime Directive thut you de not interfare in aoy way witb o cultore
im = less advanced atage af developmeni than your ow=n. Thie Prime Directive
33 epplied wiihout I31) shathmr the vikliors are arriviog trom tbe future 0T
Irum onother world, may, beamlbp Gowm 0DtO @ sirenge planet frow the 58
Enterprian 1t ju spplied s0 oftem 1o d=ci, snd repeated ond chamted snd
intpped that 1t ie eepy to gat the jmpression thal il bas the miatue of &
univeras] law — Jilke the une sbOLL LoRSt way® landing on the buitered mide
=hen you drap i1 oo the floor; ar the one about ICS ¢Ourses which srates Lhat
no nattnr whet COUrBe you 4¢ with thre - accountancy, draughlsmenahlp, dreas-
@alking, 31 JoeBn'1 watler - you Rl=ays end op e¢ iorenan of the marhtoo shoo
I've Been 1t all io the ads in the back uf old ASTOUNDINGE, «nd | Kknow.

The truth of the walter Lo, of courae, thal iba Frime Directive vas |
vemted by a1 aulkork and promntod by thca for no other resson than that It
provides 5 useful bir of plor cosplicacton 11 Kirk, Spock end MeCoy were
allowed to do the logical thimg mod sbudt sy werlike priwliives sbo ettacked
IMéw, wamy cpimodes of Star Trek would have been over 1o aboul f1ve mibutes.
¥hich might nnt have bern & bad thismg - 1t mould kave let you get onta the
toad al on (elevislop, like the Cadbury's Spash coaseccialp

Yhat 11 besla dows Lo im thal vizitors trow the fulore bave to dress up
In (hc clathea of the perjod Lhey sre vigiting and he carefvl not h make
thcarclves ~onpplcvous, or to do woything which would 1mfluence the course
of hiastory If they don"t ancy Lhe rulaa the Chronne Police come after thenm,
or Lby Paradox Police, ax the legion of Tige. .

Great stuff thia!  1f any of you missed the Goldep Age of &f - thip I»
=hal 1t was all about. Hind you, 1 don"t hnov what would happen Lf u tiwe
traveller carcleaaly rbanged the course of hisTory. apd the segweni of the
fulure he wiped OUC way 1he one im which the Paradax Palice were forwed!
Anyway, they're still & (10e body af aen.

Thce poimt mbout tipe travellers Blending 1Bta 1he buclground 3s importent
because Lt Desns Ihat Ihe opparant cvidance thal the tims aachina will oot be
invealed in the futurs 33 a0l sdaissable evidence. TYou can take 1t frow e
\bst time rravel will become pommiblc; mnd 1'a going to go oo to proaest &
resooned, carefully varked out, iryefurable, lTogics! proot of that atateasnt.

Unfortunately, ] can't reveal exectly how it will he done

This Ls ihe text of Bob Shaw'm talk at SEACon. Eaxter 1973, Firat publiahed
lo TRIODE 21, yeprinted by permisslon of the author and Erle Bentcllffe and
Terry Jevves.
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ine perbaps likcs to thiok af & tipe Bachine a8 Deing soarthing Jike o
L2]epbone BOOLN, OF @ Cage wade up of shimmering rada which amre joioed tog-
cther 1n @ way which produces & curigus sreachimg palm ip the eyvs whes you
lry to follo= their gecwelrics. #ore Coldea Age aluff, Lhié ...[ once scluslly
Adree 2 1imc mochine oo @ gealelmer atanci) for the Cover o1 = fmozinm. )
cbose to Orasm the telephom: booth type .. .mainly becmuse [ didn't have a proper
stencil-cuttlog stylus, and it Is =lmcst impicssilble to portray shimmering
rods mnd ewbtle mind-twiptiof geometrice oo oloocil wilh a dricd-uvp ball-
pulol pen. The drasipg showed Lhe 1ime oachine Lm a shop wisdos. There wan
@ matice on it gquoting the price at £2 0D0 - but thess waa aa ealru bil
PayIDg tRRY #0u Mad 10Ur yeara 1o pay. This happened a lobgk 13m= ago. but |
thiok the idea was Lhat you could put dawn yoyr depamit, get 12, 4rive four
years forvard, Bnd resppear shen you owned (be IBLAg. The anly irvuble was,

I never (igured oul =ho actuslly mode Lbe papmcots in the meaptimc. Thia
fnea to akow you shat g complicared thing time actually 1m.

1'D tirply convipced Lhat 11ne 18 cowples Ih 1Lp nature, sod ovl a linesc
thing in the way 1t 1m 30 aften regarded 1t haz always 6truck me @r mtrange
that time - the one dimension we know leapt abont - ia the one ubuul which
peuplé are wmost duguabtlc. For enasplu, pruple uften get precognitive dre
Tt"s an osisblished fact  1've bad them Lluts of times - and yet orthodony
3ays they 10poaatbl There's thig tsntantic swplanstion abaul oné half
o1 your Draid recelvibk 10# datA 4 Iraction of & mecond luter tham the ather,
thus creating sn impreamion that an ovent which 18 sctually nev to you Is
one thet has alrrady accurred, alrcady bers experienced  Thiy peurclugleal
trickery L vsed YO CODvinve yOu that tha syldamce Of YOur Kenses is wnrel-
iable. In somc special tases i.e. (be voes wbere the Dalure of Lime 13 called
1010 queRtinn. Your conaes are conxidered goad enough for wmioor (hings, 1ike
giviog evidence ip a @urder tria). 1 maan, If yau were walking along » strert
and heard a shal. and then >a% = mao Tunoiog oul Of & RoVAE, and then looken
0 the winaow and saw & body lying thecc; and 3¢ you amare 211 (bat - lhey
wauld be prepared Lo Labe €08 wrel<h avay and hang hia. Yaur evidence
would be acceptable Bur -3f 1be detence caunael gol up and 3aid, “The
®iIReAs Bov the de(eadanl FrUNnIng out AL the houge and thes he kcard the
ahol. bul becmust voe { of bla Drulh recelvesd 1ta inforsation & lraciion
ot a amcond latcr than the other this gave bim the (mpressien hings happentd
Lhe OTBAT waAY Around.™ he would ba laughed out of court

In the case of PrecogRitive dreasms, thay alwsyn ank you 1f you wrote It
down nr told anybody before the predictad &vent octurved  And - netlurmlly -
yaou heven't  When you getl up In the morning, fared with the proapect af
wnrking all day, luts for the afflce, fealing like death, rendy to hurat Inta
teors, you can't ho oxpecied to Lake Lwo or (hré¢ hours ff o trll people
cverything you dreuned during the night. Fven If you tried, you mnuld prabably
pick the wrong things. becmude precoAdirion occure 10 odd Mittle fragownta of
Oratms which are pot recagnised am sigeoificeol usti) Lhe event. & perfect
caomple ia a dream I Wed ot Lhe laat Rovaco On Lhe Friday naghr T dreamen
that | w3z $m a rovm helpimg womebady (o Joak for [RelT conlact lenses, which
bad folleo on Lhé floor. | locked dAomn sud waw lhem lying on the naypel,
right al my fect, bul tboy were wuch larger tban 1 had expecied nod dYaoked
11%e @0l10 hemiapherss nf glans Next doy | weé arderimg mome drinx st the
Usr, =od the borwnn drupped an Ice cnba which foll at my teet. 1 don°t koo
+f you kanom this,  but the ice cubes in the Navecom holel aven't cubes at all -
tbey vse faacy bita of sce shaped like twn hrmispheran jotned togeiher on rhe
curved aidn. like very agquat hoaur glasses. Thia I¢e cubs which fell had
split 1o halt, and =ben | looked domn there were iwo little ghray hemicpheran
1ylng ao the carpet ot my feel, jJudl as 1'd aeen Lhew b (he dream.

o apite of the AiT{icultien invalved, 1 have iried ta tel) people in
advance, juat to gel the precogoltive thing entab)inhad with chep - bot 11
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is & vary curlous focl thal events you decide to ralate to people wre

the very onss which never come ta pasa. The only logical saplanation at

tble is Lhel there must be sode kind of feedhack irom the futuve which is
triggered off by your vetcing m dreoo, aed which modifies the subseguent
courss of evente lo all prabability therc arc Timc fuardlans - an undercover
branch of vur old friends the Paradon Pollce - whoge )ob it 1p to pravant
snybody froo dettlog himselfl up ws v Succepsful feer. No doubt thay think
that they arc very clever, but it wes by speing Lhough their vchepe thet - 10
1937 - 1 was abic to aayc the Mifc of our greolest atotesoan, Sir Winston
Churchidl! The fuvct thas Churchilll waa Siving ie london et the tioe,

while | was 3,000 olles smsy, Llving sn Western Caoede, only RomR to show

the truc extent of the fontomlic powers me ure demling with here. Theya

var m periad of eboul two weeks in Lbhe susmér of 1957 shes 1 RO 2 cookinuoun
TuD ot precogmitiva dreams. Every oight I would drcom oboul wosethink, ReC
up in kthe morming, RO 9 khe draving oftice where | worked, and when 1

walkad into the office tbe ciher enginmers were dipcussing the very thiog
Ibud Jresmed nboul. 1 got midd eojuysent frum the phencpenon for sbout A
fortnight - then cawe the nighl when | had v vivid Jdreso that Sic Winston
had dicd. Thim put nc in somclhiog of o apol. On the one hand. ] wunted

the aupreoe yindication of my pracognitive poeera. oo the other hand, it

w8k the time Of the 5uew crisie, and 11 that, end Aritsln had dire necd of
Slr Winslun's prevence amung Lhe Mlviog In the end ] Old tha unselfish
thing. I hurricd oul to work withoul lurning oo thé rudio, rushed into

the deaign offige gnd - befarc anyooc could uttar o word - shouted, I
dreaped Sir Wipston Churchill died Iast night!” The athar engioocrs

Stered at me in silence for m moseot - perhspe 1n Sowe JIN ¥ay they could
sense the groat wheela of time woving bulo nes puvltlvos, ur perheps

they just thought I had tlipped my lid. 1In any casu, I bad Lhe wmtipfaction
nf knowing thak hy voicing the dream | had tricked the Time Guardians into
sparing the kreat man's Jife. As 1€ rurned ont, 1 had wangled S1r Winaton

an extre eighl years, ond - evén khouph he 414 WOT do Yoo mUCh with them

the whole epizode shows you how u pocd hnowledge of srlence fictlon whd
acicnae fantany can he puc to practicsl wse in everyday life

IL may seom - to thoac of you who recal) that we sre supposed Lo be
discuskiog time travellera amang we - that | houe atrayed a little from the
aub)oct, Hut, 1o Tect, Dy reparks have been yary partinent. The pniot 1s
that, becouse of the omture of 8f, L1s =riters and keen readers lave arquired
losighlys into timc that are denisd to ordinmry pwople You wuSt adeit that
thia afternaon you have heard me say things abouk time which mundesos oulslde
mocicty would yiaw with gome arepticicm  ¥c - the writora and readers ot
Af - ATe tha biggest dunger to pacrer time travell bocaunc we are alert
to the sorc of things thut go an’ 1! anyhady 18 gaing to apet viaitora fronm
the future snd quesr Lhe worky for 1hem, 11 18 us riIght here in che cosyantion
hadlt

AU ihis poinL ip my talk I'm going te slroy s=uy Erom berd sclentific
fact and berome e 13ktle apeculative. It 43 my canaddersd opiolun thsl (n
a very RhOrt time - just & yAsr Or twn, prrhaps -some £f wrileva and renders
#111 have deduced an0 learned @0 Auch about the activitien of tha time
travellery among ua thut the Uime trsvellers =i1) huve to take ackion tn
preserve their ancrat And what action will they take? At firal 1 (ound tbig
prohlem ipacluble, then the other DIght 1 was gitting having a few pinl whiaky
ebandies snd Lhe whale thing became cbviocug Lo we To preserve thalr sacrecy,
ihe 11mc trevellers bave only +o kiAnap any st penple who get onio them, turtry
them hack Into the pest, end marcon them theye! | prenict that, in a yrar
or #0, lewdlng of outhors wnd tana will begin mysterlously waniahing.
Even mithout me reninding thom that they owe me u fiver



. YECTOR 70

Tha) pay sound 10probabls, bul bhare the Time Guardiany have zlipped up egein -
brcause the evideace 1a avalladla for us ell to aee ..in the pagea of our
bistory books! The Tiow Guardians obviously expected the kidoapped 31 people
to sink without « trace in the vasi awasps of Ristory - but Lhey rechoomd
without the gecius and drive sad ability tor sbeer herd work which all of
sutbora have io such abundaoce. 1 woulg like you to look for 3 mament -
with an unprejudiced eye - at uny fregments of soclept Egyptiap bieroglyphics
from rhe valley of the Nile. ere, im fact, the very flrst sppearance
in prine af Roger Zelmzoy. MNisp 1nitlala are clearly visible down ib The
rlght hand corner pf most of tbew. Tue obvloualy mythological figores are
ot coursa, » 2e¢lezoy tredemark, cne thar he has bullr up in many of his
novels. A® far ae I cam 1¢lI, when Roger found bimgylf straoded back 1w

the apciept vorld be Gecided to cash in on the situation. »o he weot arounéd
dlffereot 1 inventlng mytholopd «od apreeding them all aver the
place a0 that be conld write #f novels about them in the 20th ceatury. Thia
eipluins why ol) the ayth figures (1t so neatly Lato his »ptories. Good
thioking, Roger.

3

Other omrooned ¢f authors end fana have nade their preeeoces felt in
similar ways - golng around carvimg drawlngs of apacenen snd rocket ships in
places where ihey were most likely 1o be found by luter genorations. The
person I feed moryy for in al) this is poor old von Deniken. with hia
CHARIOTS OF THE GODS acd 30 forth. Possibly the carvimge were put theye
oaliciously in the firat place, just eo that he could grad the wrong end
of the atick. Thast's juet 1be sort of tbing Brlan Burgess wonlé do.

Ooe of the things ich put we on to all this ves »y visit to the
Kipg Tutaokbameo exhlbiticd 1asl year. I Jooked cloaely at his sarcophagus -
they can‘t touch you for 1t - and thought to myself, "Where have [ seen Lhat
fuce betore?™ The dénrd gave 3L away. Hing Tul was Johr Byyoser.

And shen you 1ook dibpaaplonarely mt Lbe history of the Trajen ¥ars, 1sm°l
i1 obvious thal 1he whole thing 3 writtea, acripted and mssterminded by
Harry Harrisoo? 1 méso, Lhat hysiloess of bidiog (laside 3 giant borse gud
springiog cut of it at might 1» straight cut of a Stainless Stetl Aot story
Mobady #lie would wver bave thought up such » <razy idea

The next sigasficant evenl lo history 34 Lhe decline wnd fal) of the Boman
Eapire - engineered entirely, of course, by lssac Asimov 30 that be could work
oul wbal he wam gorog to put in Volume ) of the Foundation series.

The Dark Ages came mext, msinly brought ap by L. SPTAgUE 4o Camp, end
1hen - because df wrilters bad been wu nctlve Lo the praceding centyries -
wn «erly form ot af fandom begen to flourieh. Britein led the way with the
invontign of conveationm, aod the first permagoent coovention hall wea built
at Stonehepge  News about the good tioes they #1) had st these affaira
f1ltered across the Chamvel to French fandos, who prouptly got jealous mnd
cape Over here 10 » E1aAE éxcdrsion in 1086. Because they were princiyally
intargsted in finding ebout conventions. or cons. 1bip invesion was known
a» the Norman Con Quest

Things settlad dawp sfter that for a while. unti) we had rhe beginningas
of the TransArlantic Fan Fuad - ip 1492. Columbue wasn't = yery good TAFF
delegate. Ee only own the ¢laciioa bécmuse he had & lot of yotes bought Jor
bim by Queen lsabella, and | suspect he waso't e i f3n at all, but soae
asgazine hWuckster like Ron Beaveti or Rog Payton. Legead bam 31t that hs
hurcled back to Imabella, oot even takiog time ta write bis TAFF repors for
SPECULATION, end reported to her, al)l excitsd - that he bad jound a coumtry
where the natives were so almple that they were prepared ta trade land againar
triokets.

“That's parvellous,” 1lsabella said.
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“1 koow,” Colusbus replied. “'Here's ihree stringa of bends - we've to be
cut of Spein by oaxt Thyrédsy."

Otber sf people dld geL across the Actlanide later oo, thoogh. MNichmel

G. Coney went over and settled on Covey [plend. Frumk Belknsp Loog want
ower apd settled op Long lalemd. Vargo Statten went over and settled on
Statien 1sland. Yolstad Gridban wepi over, bul he was refuted entry becanse
th wax no way ibe Américund were goisg to &iand for pert of their
teyritory beiog lsbelled Gridban lslgnd. Den Morgan sniled for the Caribbesn
and brcame a successful pirate. And Joko Ruasell Fearn went over and
atarted all the ghostly lageoss of Sleepy Hollaw by Busselliog m fww ferns. ..

Back on this side of the Atlantic thipgs re FOLNT smoothly - & lot of
the teuda which mar gr ¢nliven the st scece DEEAD ¢o break cut., In the 16th
century there was a lot 9f trouble witb ths New Wave element, led by Nartin
Luther. And, up 1n Scotlapd, a dimpute ovar ANALOGs editorial pollcies led
to ths Massacre of Uleacoe - 1n which the John ¥. Campbells slaughterad
the John D. MacDobalds .

Aoyway, | bopm I've paid snough to let you 3es that thip threat to »f
authore and readere ie deadly periova. Now that |'ve let you io on the
69cret, you are mae at risk than ever. In faci, 1 thiok ['va moticed that
4 few people have dlamppeared from the back of the Ball alresdy!

That can we do aboLE SE?T you are making yourselves.

Well, wost of you are aaking what 13me 1he bar opeps, but sope of you
must be asking what cas we do about thla threat from the time travellers
emoRgat wt. My amgwer Lm that we sbouldo’t wait around, passively, to be
Kiduapped. Wa should carry the tattle to the snamy by goiog 1iwto the future
aud destroying their tims mackine factories. Our teckoology bes not yet
reached 1be poimt of being able to build tise eachines, but - Jucklly for ve -
GOmE Y247D ago Walt Willla invented a poo-secbanice) setbad of tlae travel ~
L 17. the subjective induced acceleration mode. TYou kEnov how alowly 1ime
004 ¥RED You are miserable? And how Quickly 1t goee whem nice thisgd are
dappesing ro you? Well, to atdd a volumtweer joic thy future you start off
by briwging time to & virtual standstill for bim by putiing him La a cold
grey roos, =ith a Leps Zevaroni record playiag, nothing to drind but tea
brawsd ip the Rovacom hotel, and make his read pighi 1brough » fila ot
WONOER STORIES QUARTERLY. After o day ar =o of this, when be'e really
in the staxis, you poll « lever and he dropa through & trapdoor imts s lukur-
ious suite where nude girls cluster around hie oifering bim cigars avd gl
©f chappegne. Thia apeeds up bis Lioe flow $6 abruptly that he goes into @
kind of temporsl overdrive, and vaniebes into the future.

Lsst night, while Lhe raat af you wire 40joying yourselves at room parties
a group of us werigus-pinded types started on this project by sawing 3 hole
through the floor af Harry Harrison's room iata the roas belaw.

All ws peed mowx 19 a supply of chanpagne, cigara, and nude givls.. ..,

===Bob Shaw




Violence in S.F.
Edmund Cooper

¥hen | woa tirst iovited by Nr. Strick o give @ Jitule talk ao thie subjwct
I thought # »ac golng Lo be st aapy a8 Imdlibg out of o tre¢ Ocad casy
Having giuan (¢ 3 1ittla thought, 1 nuw= kaow il'a going to be exactly liue
Tallibg 00t of w trea, One cuw obly hope thal what hita the grouad son't
Turs uel (0 be o6 guesr en a clackwork oranga!

Before I talk glibly sbout viclence - and | bope going to olfend some
beople w3 | do: witer » whbal would be the aifternnon, very dull, without 3
Jiettle vfteoce - 1 think 1t°s somathing we reslly Ought to dcfins. What du
ve moom by vialence? One might parephyass Aertrend Rupasll: 1 as fire, you
RrE RGE « he 1r L ¥ ¥lolest. One hos (0 tHInKk In trras of some
definicion that meens svmething (o you ihal meons sometbing 10 Of 4lan Aflcr
all, =e’re dealiog with mo sbalract noun. | veally like obolract nouvns
they're very, vécy micu: tbey varn we moncy. Truth, beouty, hoovur, inTegriky,
Love - all abolraut oouns. ¥e oow add vicience. Good, lel's vonsider sooe
copcrete enmmpive of violemce; let"s bring 1bm concept down frem (b reales
of mbatrsution 1olo (be vorld af reality. One ezample of vialence - let s

make it topical - on Americas sirmsn in 3 plane nver Vieinaa Nc presses

2 butlon at a givca pnint, dows gosa thr oapalm. shathar 1t°a the Vietcoog
who collect, whether Ii°m the Vistsamsss sha rollect, it°p the poople wha
callect. The rrrult of preasisg the Byt ton up Lthare (s violeacn, dows

1hare  Anoiber easmple of violence and. 1t Beeos 1O me, & ruther olfferent
vind: a moldjer with o [ined hayooer. He's on & hattleflsld; his oppasent

ia right It froot af blo, mwod with his fined Lsyonel. he diaesbowelle his
oppooenl. He moes Lhe blood uaod the gots opil) cut. That'sn another kind nf
wlolence.

¥ell, 31'c oy comluotioo that Ihere s an cancatial differcnce belween
Lhe violesce Lhat reaults from ke pressing of & buttoo (s ihe planc that
dropped the napala aad the violcmce that rveaults (a Romebody being carved
fomawhat by & baynaet. Onc RCCEA 10 wC tn be & remote, (@persons! king of
v1giaeca; the Othgr agama tn ar 10 ba & vary imamdiate, very personal kind
of wiolente. The violence whieh Nr. Scrick 1a referring to im his Intro-
ductico i3 wn imoedists kiod uf violemcs. [ hopr, eveotusly, to discuss both

There 1a m thicd Kind uf vicolence that one DIRhr conelder - peopld will
probably argue later I thiok T°0 deacribt 1( ¢o ritue) violemce. 1In o
repressive atate, for c ple - you cen argus about this laler: Huse
Sauth Atrica? {frcere? - the wiolmce 1mposcd by the state har a ritual strached
ko 1t Sa & COUNTry wheys caprtal iabment entatn. for evasple, and
20mebody cotmile ¢4 mUrder aod geid tbe chop, thet 18 also & foro of ritual
violence. Bul we aiao bave milder les of ricual viol searer home -
afier wl], wbat eloe im soccer, rughy. buxing, wreatliog - & vitua) viclcoce.
ft's oon tbat bm ite owo Rind of codes, 318 oww kimd af rulan, 1t°n indglged
Lo as n sort of spectatov apart. It at1ll belongs to Lhe class of ritval
violence, I Ehimk, that 16 1Adulged I hy & repraaqive ayatem

Maving at loast given one or two axamplen of what 1 mewn by violence,
1hink 1°d 11ke to Driefly skate over the @valution af the uase oi violénce io
at - aarifer oo Joho Sladek, iv = very entertelning diecvasion entioned
Wary Sbelley's FRANMEWSTEIN. Wel), custiog wy miod bock - and I'm not »
grunt éxperi on the finld of ecicoce tictian; |'m 100 damasd busy writing
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Lt - casting my mind back 1t aeems to me that FRANEENSTEIN 1e probably the
£ir8t true ot - whare violedcr wat immediute and real. You remsmber the
plot, 1t°6 very brief and siople: Fraakensteln, a atudent ip Cepeva, bes this
thing That be can creqts life. 30 he begs, bartows and ateals varioun liods,
bite of this and bits of tbat from varicus cbarnel houaesa, and he ia going

to use electricity to pour In the wvital force. Of courde, &9 Ha. Shelley
probably would have mentioned, cresting life in ltaeli paeudoaclence ibat

the alchesist pursued for severe) canturies and electricity, at the tima of
Mary Sbelley's encounter with sf, was o oysterious farce notr well-defined.

It could have pagicae) propertie 9pd it wax o pertect mechanisn for astickiog
together a few spare arom, ribcage, crafium mnd €6 o, and then using this
aagicel force ta breathe lite into it. So the monster 1o created and, of
courss, bming a very grateful monater it rather likes 1ba 10ee of being
creatad. It loves ., Untor 1y, ¥ a doee pot love
the monstar, becguse the monmtar, having bean stltched together rather
qQuickly with 4 few leftovers Irom the ¥impy Bar, id 2 hideava thing, utterly
repulsive and therefore wheo it makés mb mpprosch ta Frankenatein,
Frankenstaio rejects it, and am they aay I the chrrent vernacular, 1t gets
al) huog up, uptight, or vhatever. It doeso't like the aitumeion ut all, amd
proceeds to revenge 1tself. very violaptly, with jomediate violence, upon
Prankenstein’s femtly. It then tekes off intc tha northoro fmstngades with
Frankenstein 1o hot pursuit., He never Tatches it. He gats killed focideéntally,
i€ you've not read the 2nd of the book = o meny peoply donttbeye duys - and
the monater dieappears into the Infipity of the Arctic wastes. presuosbly ta
accomplleh Lta own death, A tragic novel. a very violent movel, wond 1 thipk
tde firet really vlolent al novel.

Another agrly god reglly violeat s=f nowe) which I think has something in
copogn with the Prankenstein motif ix Robert Louis Stewenson's DR. JEKTLL AND
MR. NYDE. Yoy will ymcwl) that Dr Jekyll wea gratber inquiaikive sclenmtint,
possibly 3 prsudo-scimptist who fai¢ that he cught to be sble to polarise
the forces of good end ev1l in order ta ytudy theo thoroughly and exwoine
them ¢0 see how they developed, 83 it were. So, vary. very guickly, because
Stevenwon din't know very much aboyt madicine (io mny cmse, there waan"t that
much for him to kpow) Dr, Jokyll is nade to whip up e very potént brew - such
better than Taverp Eeg - which he swigs down, wod which rolmases 3ll the evil
torces in hig ngture and lo! a nem personality emerges, that of Hr. Hyde.
Wheress Dr, Jekyll was «p ethical and hymane aod xensitive pérson, the new
¢remture that angrges 3s totally ryuthless, wery violent indeed, and goes about
committing ungpeakable sovageries. In the end of caurae, to 1eleacope ibe
plot, the avi) 31de, the Kr. Hyde side, tukes oyer from Dr. Jekyll and a0
fanally encoppesses his destruction , the end of his research.

¥ell, two very violenl early af fovels., We cao quarrel about whether
they can be classed a3 af later, but 1he violence I tbiok hes very clear
psrallels, Jn the FRANEENSTEIN novel the monster hap bls love rejected and
therefore iodtmatly turom mvil; io the BLE novel, the purity, 3f you like, of
Dr. Jekyl)'y inteotioos snd 1dege ixs overcome by the Destimlity that eaerges,
im triggered off. Io a way, 1t's just «» if Frankeostein had created moother
monzter, oply in this case 1t's Dr Jekyll,

Well, the two grapt 32 writera of the 10th cémtury of course were Verne -

in thet order - end Wells, aod they wrote a certain amount of violence into

their novels because, after all, it is very diificulr to bave = plot in

which you have no violence. S$ir Thomss More tried 1t sopemhat with UTOPIA,

and 1 tbink William Morris tried 1t with NEWS PAON NOWHERE and Sewouel Butler
tried it with EREWRON, acd fone of (heo was terribly succesnful es & novel.

They day bove baen muccesstul in i1nfluencing people, but they were nat tarrible
nove Well, Verne snd Wella did use violence, but It was

sot that iwmediete viclence of the moldier diméabowelling s6oenne with @ Dayonet -




12 VECTOR 70

Lt was tbe rewote kind of violence of the guy pressing the button, aRd tech-
palogy foes the rest, and the violeace bappens 10,000 feet below. But for
ORe rather ispredsive excepiion, | thipk, op the part of Wells. Uost of bhia
povela, you will recall - a8 with Verse - s¢re movels af idear The peaple
were importunt to move 1be plot along. Dut he made & radical departore with
both ki techarque, charscterisatioa, when he wrote THE
[SLAKD OF DA. MOREAU. Yoo will probably recall thai the theme of this book
La: ¢mn it be pos Le to traoxlete aminals into humans, or huswnolds, Seo,

2 deries af long and egoDI2iNE  sequences At surgery pre parfarmed On Various
animale - wolves, tig 20d ¥0 On - 10 praduce sn egowized end tormeoied
bunch of helf-mep. Hall aoimala and { men, they can't ever be fulfllled
in glther role. The pequences which describe thip production are remlly
veTY ghastly, very grisly - the whole effect is very violeot. Thix (s wery
aucd & departire for Wells; he wever quite got back to the intenaity of
viclence which he gave us io THE ISLAND OF DR. WOREAD. Don'tc worry, 1've not
forgotran that my theme | » 1t Juetified? 1'm coming back, I hope, to that
at tha and,

After TEE ISLARD OF DR, MOREAVU, I think probably the next fairly univers-
ally known novel 1n which violence wps manifest w=aa BRAVE NE¥ WORLD, written
iw 1932 - that makea 1t 40 yeara old - ¢ npovel of vialence written Dy 2
Pacifist. bacause Aldous Buxley wa® very boch s devout pmcifimt. I say
"a novel af viclence”, bul hal unitil the €nd of the baok 14 violemce manifesat.
The vialence 1% japlicit. You vewmenh the ytory 1s set yevers! years io the
future - 4 nice, tidy, clesn. eugenic, air-cooditioned ailghteare of & world,
in whlch people are hred im bott) they are conditioned La infsacy. Thair
1Qa are mapsured to 3 deciwsl places. They ere routed to specific tesks.
There i3 0o gredt sexual hang-up: ovaryone cao have everyone, aud it's aJl
Joing to be very pice except, of course, that Lt doasn’t turn oul o be too
terzibly eatiafactory. The joplicit violence atays \here In Lhe {or® of unrest,
yoti) we go through 2/2 of the movel: and thea - ) wan't use the tern hero wad
asrojine - but tvo of the A prolagopists go 1o a reservation sdere they
#¥e bow Drimitive people sre sllowed to live ib 1he 010 way. AL firsi they
9Te very sceplical ind very condeacending but at the sume time Lhey are a
i1ttle InsciDated and the girl Ino the atory 1s parlicularly fascimated by =
YOUNE BAD WAO 14 & Very primirive type, bul be 34 qulte éloqumnl, be aproks
quite good Eoglieh. He 38 known as The Savage evedtually. The Savage ism
brought back 10 civillaation because, af course, he'l) provide 3 mew jort of
aexusl kick. But he very much vanted to experlemce civilismeion but, having
aeen how urterly bygieole it ia, be gets fed up with it and retreats loko »
mart of pocial isoletion: he withdr gosy oway, lives 1n a soall cottage
by himgslf, castigating hiwsel? more-or-less like 9t Tersea of Avila dld to
29t back his purity, becavse he feels that he's been corrupted, he'a been
pade dirty. But the plaatic socsaty wop't let hiw alone, and the girl who
has interesied Beraelf Lo him dribgs her friends down. W and gup with
an argy of viglunce and wex and at the eod af it The Savage ie 90 disgusted
with bimenlf that he hangs hiosedf

Afrer BRAVE HEW WOALI, perheps the oexi really sigoificeont movel of violence
wag 13B4. There the vivlence was bOth resote and, yltimetely, iamediate
You all know the plot - | don't heve to go iBta 1t heavily. Very oppreseive
stats that rewrites history and devalves trutd daily and people who 1§ved and
were prominent aad Bave 16 be liguidared are takeo out af the bistory baoks
mod 1f 18 us if thyy owver eailstsd., Now here the violence his become vary
mubtle becuuse (t'F NOt & question of what you might cell bestiag pvople
over the besd witb s blunt iastrusept or disewbowelliog or droppisg the papaio -
here wa're oow dealing With the rape of the mind. becavse ia the terms of thia
Dovel 1de whole populace 3a comstmntly and ubresittingly heiog Aratnwashed.
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01 courae, theare are heretica, apd they taksn out of society pretty smartly -
mnd they‘ré tmhen out by viclent meaps and they're wade to recant by vicleot
wean: You ramsmbar rhe bers, Winston Salth, §9 finslly csught up with by thm
Thought Police, 50 very cuooingly they tind out 1he thing he dislikes post
in the world, the thing that really terifiee bim - and 1t tyrny cut to beé ra
S0 they threatap to put his hesd 'n a cage full of rats. Yor his, that ia thke
ultimars violence. At that stege he 15 prepared to eiga anything. That
40 extreosly violent mavel. 1t lefi a (remendous jmpact upop people

Afrer 1064, we come to our old Irfend, which bas now hit tbe beadlives,

A CLOCMEORH ORANGE. Fuonily ebough, [ remsmber readisg k CLOCRWORT ORAMGE
when it was flret publisbed. Io publisbing térms aad for paor Anthony Burgees'
auke it was gdreadful flop. Ths hardcover édition didn*t smll well - it didp°t
even get reviewed too well - wnd half of the paperbuck edition hud to be Turned.
But leter Stanley Kubrick came along end gestated it. ana pow Penguin wre
printiog It by the hundred tbaussnd. Well, you know the ides of A CLOCKWORK
OBANGE. It'a met io & Future soclety 1 pou c¢an acuepl the Itind of

idiom in wh.ch this book i3 written - yon probmdly nesd s etiff gio mod tonte
to get the (iret ter pages - 1t°s then rull of ionecs. Ii tells the atory ot

# voung bunch of cut-throats, thuge, tearavaye, out for kicke And the only
way they can gat KIcks 3a 1o revenge themaelver oo the soclety that wom't

glve them what they t. So they go acound the countryaside, doing tha equ-
ivalent of hi¢king old ladied i the Leeth, and peThaps ihe woat violent
sequénce of the novel consisty of » multiple raps which takas plice - curiously
evongb; aod |'ve often thought this neads looking Into - in the housa 61 &
widdla eged wrater who is busy writing @ book called & CLOCKWORX ORAAGE.
Amyway, the writer's wife suffers considerable indignity at tbe hends of

theye four yuung thugs - Alcx aod hip droogs. e® they ere called - end two aof
then take turpe aitting on the sriter apd comspelling hie to watch. You

might think, as Alex would say. tbe ultimate ip vitra-viclenca. But no, woree
16 to cowe because eventumlly the law catchea up with Them, and Alex, who has
been a real tough ¢askie mnd bashed everyone within remch for bashirg, sudienly
finds Rlasels on the receiving end of the bamhing, betautn same bright piycue-
lagica) character has decided that ha can totally recondition him; and putm
him tbrough a series of Pavioviasn recomditioning processes by which, for
exgople, the sight ot an attrackive asd naked girl makee hin phypaically sick
and by whieh, at the end, 1f m tmall bay should ¢come and punch Bik in the

face or bite him in the tender parts of his gngtowy he will mipply whimper

abd cry and esk the boy°s pardon for heving offended him  Again, the repe of
the mind motif Alex was busy being tough with soclety; eoclety gets tough
with bin in the way that Orwell's 1984 type saclely got tough #ikh the

beretic there.

Right, those were racant, impactive K significant navels in which violeace,
I think, wae used by thy wuthor for good effect. In TAE 1SLAKD OF DR. NOHEAD
I thirk ¥ells was telling us that there are certain ethical standerds - norms
levwla, values - beyond wbich you nvat not go 1o BRAVE NEW WORLD Hunley was
Baying, OF, YOuU Can create & #aciety where you have ellnioated vlalence on
the surtuce, but it won't stick. Eventually there will be & trigger sechamito,
such as The Sevage, thst relasses repressad viclsnce thbst 1s not catersd for
by this totally hygienic society 1o 1984 Orwe)) was ssying, one beyond Hitler,
Dot only can you fool some of the people all of the time, but you can repress
all of the people all of 1he rive, it you use the right kind of technology
for $1. Aod Aothony Burge I belicve, wad myins, look fol
Paving nica new inventiona every Jdeay YWe've got plastic d*sposable throwmway
thim and throvawsy that Life is becoping ¢ssy; you cap do 1t quits nicely
on the National Health. And 36 on, and 80 on. We are bullding a borribly
gecure *orld that ia going to bulld pesple who want to burat out of its
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horrible sécurlty and find tbeir own adventure. And $€ tbia world consists
of superhighways and tomns that spresd from 1he Wersey down ta the Soutb West
there i3 not much far them 16 do shen they've Listened to the records and
been to the local equivmleat of the dizco and got high on whatever it 15 -
there's oot mwuch Jor thes to do but to go our and get real tough with sopeone,
becsvae that is where they will collect their kicks.

S6 1 am submitting that thase are @1l highly moral books. I°d lihe to go
vary quickly onto <omparative approaches In coptesporary sf = because, after
all, although THE ISLAND OF DR MOREAU, BRAVE MEW WRLD, 1883, 4 CLOCRWORK
ORANGE, are relatively close tbey're alao histary. 1'm thinking of writers
liks Clgrke, Asimov, ven Vogt on the one band; aud |'m going to juntapose
thes w1th mriters like Yonnegut, Bester, and Brumner oo the other hand.

Arthur Clarke - Iike Wells primarily an idess msn. He uges paople to
get bix 1dess mciows, but the people deh't reslly mémn ahytbing too much ta
haw. Think of a clasmic Arthor Clarke éxample of viplence: tiais duel - end
i1t was splendidly dona - betwsen the impregnable fortress an the poon and
the Invincible ship that's ettachang 1t, ({1n "Gertnlight")) Bu: that
wag what you might csl) remote, imspersonal violence. You didn’t get &
sepse of real people sctuslly heving their guts thrown on the fleor. You
didn't get that kind of shock. You got, ag it were, a vonflict af ipgenuity,
& confllet of technology, a conflict of science snd you felt that when the
show wmd pver, Lhe cleaning up wouldn't be too bsd., The same, I thiok, goes
(one has to geoeralize quickly in this Hind of discussion) with the iypical
kind of Asimoy writing. He primarlly, 1ike Clarke, $3 an 1deas pen. People
are mechanizms to move his plal mloog, Lo get acrosa the 1dems he vants ta
get acroms. The same thiog with van Yogt, &xcept that van Fogt sdds to this.
At least to oo, he's totally incomprebernsible - Lut He"s algo 3 specd marchant.
van Vogt drivas his novels = he doesn 't write them he drives them along at
150 mph, and you can have people being tortured onohe page, résurrected on the
next page, being brajnwashed on the third page and dispanbered oo the fourth
pRge, ta emergé immortal on the fifth page This will happen in a typical
ven Vogt oovel. MNell now, this of course s violence But 1%¥'9 not the
vltreviolence you experience when you read the rape scene in A CLOCKFORK
ORANGE | in other words, it dowsn't mean anything. TYou're going 2long too
fast, disaster after disaster. it only takes van Vogt three pagea to wipe
oul an entire salar system! Another € peges and he cen repopulate a new ane.
So 1 clasaify van Vogk with Clarke and Asipov, oot becsuse I'm trying to
#ay they're all the same — they're pot; they're quice different = but I'm
gaying their use of viclence has one Ching 50 common: it is remote, it
does oot heve immediacy; it is not peracnal.

But tekw, for ezample, Hurt Voonegut: THE SIREWS OF TITAN or SLAUGHTERHOUSE-
FIVE = 1t tollows on. whars oon ends, the other begins, It doeen't really
patter., VYoonegut basically 1% sbrieking out to us snd saying. look, I'D not
sayiog police systems are bsd, I'm not ying communism is bad, I'e noc

saying capstalias 15 bad, |'D saying thmt whaorever state yob bave in w highly
technological world, you are oo the vecmiving #nd, brothers. His heroex Are
little men who get the dirl done on thes. Aod. toke SLAUGHTEAHQUSE-FIVE,

there i3 thim poor little guy, (we're golog through different time sogueniws:

at one atage he'sm @ fat Awericao middle aged slob and then wa shafy beck to

11® war cxpe«rience whan hy way @ poor little guy io the army and finds ham-
self » prisoner uf wur taken to Dresden - lucky bim - 1o arder to collect

the results of (he flre-dbumbing). A5 Vonnaegut hastily poinis qut seweral

timea lc the nowvel, bacause de really wants to rub it home. we @@l thiok aof

the A-bowh on Hirosbima the oltimere in violence in the last wer: in potnt
ot fect, in Dresden 30,000 mcre pmaple aied in one nlght than died in Hiroshima.
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¥ell now, Whed ¥noOhegut writes about that fire-bombiog aod the results
doean‘t deacribe great raging 10fernos, bul 1m two or tbree sentenc
hy hay bie hero comiog cut of the 3leughtarncuse and lookiog et the gors -
the J1ttle bits of meat that he thought were fried dog mod tursed out te e
fried bodies - then the reml impact, the roal violence Comes ecromd. Again
T am suggesting this 1m an entirely mora) use of viclence He iv shockiog
you eut of your skin. He 1s seylog, laok, wan's inbusanity to man hss beso
surpasted - 1t'a the dtste’e 1dhumseity to wan. The Srate doean't care sbout
the individusl any more and bhe's ueipg the fire-bombimg of Dresden LY
yabol of this.

Or take Bester: a splendid exempla from Alfred Beater would be THE
DEMOLISHED MAN. The berc 2o a mep callod Ben Reich. Tha time 14 aat ip tbe
future and Ben 1s splendidly schizold and parancid - be's got the lat  He
wabtd 0 owa the entira solar eystes vartoally; be wil) use =by Beans in
ardér to expand his commercinl empire. Rspe, purder, saybom - well, he hus
thut 1ot befory braskfust, before he gata down to really serious stuff. The
wovel sterts lake thie and it goes oo, violently. Wha 1» Hen Relcb opposed
by? Be's opposed by 9 group of telepathy who heve banded together vwith -
from our poipt of vlew - bighly moril aad laudshle mims. He nabages o bave
& corrupt telepath of his own o conbat thon, but eventuzlly ther prore &
little too atrong for his and 1be violence that bo's bzep dishing cut a8 =
kind of letterday super tycaou divomsur for i of tbe novel 1n tbe leat pert
1¢ wovingly dished oul to him — oot io phpeical rerse, but agsh 1o the ceapse
of the mind, becavse these telepaths hava 3 me hanism by which they cap bring
their talepathic strength together in order to really buet him, Mow ir's
a0t iheir porpase to drive blm mad: thay're golag to do far wores then that.
They re goibg to totmlly erase bis personality. At the end of this povel
we epd up with this resl tough supartycoon of the future Teduced to guite
literally and pbyaically the level of u baby.

Wel), thare rgaim, ] thiok this 14 AR exmmpla of the maral use of violspnce.
| dop't t™ink Redch's violewce woas wnral, but [ thiok the telepaths” mas,
And | thinok tbat Bester was saylng to ns ~ whether it's right or wromg 16
OpAn to argument — that 1f you bave to confront recple who are golug fta Uas
every concelvable means to Ilmposs tdeir will upon you, whither you like it ar
aot, you're geing to have to tight wery dirty back, atdervise you will very
Llikaly .ense ta exiat.

Ancthar Rovel on the imnediate violence slde ia the coptrovereial STAND
OM ZANZTBAB. Let wa b¢ bonast aad costess that I haveo b read 1t all; 1've
yead momt of it, It's mot & novel; Lt's = sequcuce of scanes. It'v 3 veat
oural, 17 you like - a tremedous eketch. It'a = tremendous skerch of a future
world, grossly ovarpopulated, whare violsuce is the norm, woere it's aot safe
to g0 Out oD the strest at might not just becsued yoo might cet wugged - yoo
BEgUE tiigker & riot, and the riot alght apraed and trigger revolution.
Practicelly wyery choracter io Brunneér's bovel méetw m rather ghastly end.
Ooe of the moet ghestly ende. to my wind, im metad out to & cheractar called
Dopald., Donald Ls a quiet. rather rcholastic type, BVt the state nucds bim
and turps bim 10te a killing oachine, who irenically 18 progremedd to destroy
the one scientist who can olfer s hopr of zavibg bumsnity. Well, MBroughaut
Brunner‘s epic slicee of sevaral novels, t thens oI viclence coniinhually
runs and rerund. [t's Dot Just that be's anjopsug the gore - he's seyivg
we're going to have a world liks this if wa're oot careful. Lusd out more
om birth contrel pille, do lats of things build more schoala, give pacple
Bore rewarding jobs oy something = but for Chriet's saka, unl you do
something we're goihg to bave thls Rimd of world.
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Right, T Neve gopa through Lhe booke | DPropose 10 discuse 1o illusirate the
use ot wiolemce., [t 33 my comientlon that we canvat really afford to have a
cengorabip. I seose whbat Phlllp Strick is getiiug al whem he saya bBa's
trayblad: so am L. ["w wery,very =roubled because I thipk we 1ie bdetwoen ivo
evils., It we dor’t have moy cémsarablp the boys who are 1n it far 1he kicks
will just go am and o m=od on. They'l) xzay, what can we have wext? ¢ kmow
we'l) hpve six gorlllos rapiog the Quuen op 1ca, or sossthing like Lhat

The point 18 it can escalats: 31 cam go On and go on apd go oa. Bur if you
heve any feith in hupan beings - and | have 3 lsltle, although prople tell
w2 1'm vary pessialptic =~ I think thst in the end they =ill pruvide their
awd verdict or thelr awn cencorship if you 1ike, By nat glving the woney to
the guys who ahove out 1he pornography and the carnography that 18 thindy
disguised as entertaipment - (he plas(ic Harold Robbios types of this world
wnd %o on.

Sa, [ am tuggesisng that any scrious writer, if he can have any kind of
vatin) cosecieoce, la bound io be Bis owo ceosor. And ['d Ji¥e ta add 2
turther though before | fimizh: wod thmt tx: tf the guy hazo‘t got a
sociel copscience, them be's probably « lousy writver.

—-- Edsund Cooper




Science Fiction’s
Urban Vision

Chris Homnett

1 ndue

Tt 1s prabably no vzaggaration la any thol 0ou of tbe moat prossing probless
faced by mankind today is that of atrsking = satiafactory modus v di belwoan
ann snd tha city. An imcreanisg nuaber of peaple have bexn focuaing thelr
attension oo the future of the city, wnd morz es ecially on the positioo of
oa6 Ih Che city of the future. Yel, on thia most cruclal of issuee, hard
dat & most tvequently lacking, (¢t aceos relatiysly maeter to predict and
cvoluate the futwra ¢f the city as p phymical antity_ than it (p to do Lhe
aeme for the city «p » social entity, ;v the city a» the hops of man The
imporceace of e guulity of Life, soo of vrban 11fe 10 particvlar, both now
8nd ih \he folure Lo commonly ngreed vpun, but few people bave msy concrele
16248 on what Lt could or should br like. Even spaculalioss ars rather (bBip
o# the grouod, and few of thoae that do exial arr capable o giviog us may
idea oi the voalitiza or pasaibllstics af Lhe pletbhora of posanible urban
1utures, let alone tbeir problems.

Scieoce Fictian gaa the City

1t (# ip thla context that an craminatico of scleoce fiction's urban visiam
cup prave 1llusinsiing. As Bertvand de Jouvenal (1) hao aocted: “The lack of
any clesr 1mage of tha atyle af 1ife e tutidi e e c e of aswialy
Thia aaviety 18 revesls0 1a the DOt charartariatic IH1ararure of our time -
acicoce FLetlon™. Jusr as 1he novelisT can freguencly Ip providing us with

2 msra ulvid aceount of curlald aspects 0f robtewporary life bulh id our own
ria¢ 400 1o other cultures thas 1he social mcientimt. @o too the acteoce
Hciton writer 1a. 1n some cecan, capable of providing ua aith & ricker
descriplion of what 11fe could be I1ike 10 the clty At 1he fucure, than the
comyentinnal futurologiesl predictions wod apecvlations  Such worhe of fictlon
<ould parelle) (be function attributed Dy Ruymond ¥ilde {2) ta tbe oovels
written in i1be sfteroath of ths induatriaz) revolution. i.# harbingers of
chenge Suzanne Keller'a (1) dictua thal. "We cannat knnw, prove or taat the
future, but we can imagina 1t 1 clearly ralavant

Science tiction. nr acciml futuriam e 1t Abould ba mora appropriately
called laday, given the piture of 11% ©AID eaphesis, i€ 4 remote dadcendudl
of Ihe pulp fictiod of earlier duys. ibuugh ite princlpal concevoa wtidl lie
#1th techoological sod macial developmest rather tban with the ch cter
dovrlopmen) sad othar concarae of the tragitionsl npvel. Aa a reevit of this
sircsa. and the fact that alsost all 8f Orsginetes $n the bighly developed
and highly urbabized waciatses of Britnlo and the US, a lmrge parl of recent
#rii1ing bos beem either directly coucermed with, ar embedded 1n, urban
2201 inge No dnubr the r Of rhe city an the ariginator, oy at leant 1he
breeding grousd for chenge bas aleo played a 3ignificant pact b (t® freque
selecison ap 2 hasia for wpeculallos. Sueh sricing Lo of Lmterest for
wovoral re prite mwongal which mre Ide wardLbga wbool Lbe dengers apd
prableay polwmiially Inherent In cortaim urbon developmeota which it bolde
up far our mcrutimy Nften many of these dovelopmenim are byperbolic In form.

L7
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and assume the unfettered continuation of current trends. Hany 00 are over-
aimplitied sb conception and dystopiso 1o characte Howevar, tbis 18 only

La be éxpécted to some degree, giveo the nature of the «ork of science rictlon:
particulsrly the need to capture ond bold the interest of the reeder. Were
this mot 50 they would ceess to be what they are and, rather pasragoxtcally,
lose much of the interest they hold for us. They musat perhaps be judged upon
their osp criterla, snd whet 13 of value Lo the mtudant of urbanlen extracted

These very criticisos of the speculative work of ficlion do have, io
additon 1o the point made gbove, certain sdvantageous corollaries For one
thing. 10 the very act af rejecting that whieh we might fand abhorrent, slbejl
in some groasly distorted or enaggersled form, we cbtwin a clesrer ides of
exuctly what we 4o desire wnd what we wish to to avoid, Indeed, 10 could be
argued ms Jeocks (4) has thet megoificstion of the picture 12 cmaential in
order far ut to ¢larify it. As he put it: "The advantege of pusbhing present
tendeocies to...extremes i3 thit the extreses indicsie possibilities oot
atharwisze exploited and preyent alternatives in a clear 11ght™., Dystopian
2rojections also serve the purpose of providing us with vital feedback,
Feedback. eapecially of a negative kiod, provides us with indications that
things ere not as they should be and enables ua Lo ses that alterations are
required Human history ia & vleld witness Lo the faklure of thoae eocieties
who have either falled to monitor their esvirenmest or beglected to take
approprimta eorrective mestures. Si and academie social fulurise are merely
cxtending this monitoring sod evelustive process into the future: o very
nécessnry state of affairs 1n a world where the pace 0f change ia Ltaeld
increasing. It 1x also perhaps true to say that in the realms of speculation
the writer ix less constrained by the vestrictions and liniistions on
thooght born ¢of detmiled fgctual knowledge.

In practlee however, wrtters, including science fiction writers, are
1arely able to comatruct completely ublque aituations which have aeaning for
us. For on the one hand, Lhe wriler, despité his greater toaginative abilitles,
i3, lakm the rest of us, constrsined by hie experiency, As Emrys Jones bow
stated ¢3) “Even the visionary can only opwrate mithin his own culiyrel fraoe-
work”  laegination 15 sssentislly the ingenious recosbinetion ef that which
w¢ ¥Now Or can concelve. ratber than the creation ol entirely unknosm Giltusti-
Jone - the creation of which would be s cobtradiction in teras. On the other
hand the reader can only oesningfully spprehend that which hbas some degree Of
»tuning to bim; that which gensrmies some degres of resonnoce. 51 is valumble
iogofar as it relates to what we alremdy khow. It is thus not eotirgly sur-
priaing that post pf tends to fall ioto ope of two categories: those situations
10 whicb slmoet all the variables ere hald constamt, only one or two being
varled by the writar, and those situations in which a fairly substential
nuaber of variables are altered. By and Ierge, this second category is
comprised of what we might term pure fantasy and, for our purposes, is of
lésan yalo

Finally, three other traite possessnd by neny sf writers whould be
aencioned all of which have @ bearing on the kind of sf ususlly =ritlen. hany
acience fi1cr3on writera tend to merely project existing trends rather Lhan
deviaing plaodible néw trénds or reverding Lhose wlready in existence. As
Hichae) Moorcock has asserted: too many sf writers vationalize, reect and
reject, rather thao reeson But it 18 precissly the continvetion end exlension
of whet we elrsedy kpoow that lends such writing its impsct and dramstic
power, so this is in pari understandable Lastly, and again this s one of
thosa tbinga partlally inherant In the form, pany stories utlllze ldeas purely
a8 2 basis o métting for zeme relatively unionortsht dracs or adventure,
rethar theo devcloping or extending tbe ideas in sny meaningful nenner.

Thie sccount bas tried to pinisize the analysis of such atories, concentrating
Snetead on thoae that focha on the clty.
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The order af Lreataent That suggestsd - If pot dictated - ftaell, was the
conalderstion first of Che aspecia of urbao form and structure, both high
denpity apd low dewaity. Secondly, xmd 1Rrerrvaluied with the first thepe,

the sociel «od psychologlcal aspects of future urban 11fe are copsidersd.

The role mod 1mpartance af chaoge and development within urban society comprises
the third, more spuculastive yactico. Thism 1o turn moves jnto the implicatiows
of complexzity and increesing techmological sophistication, and the problems
they pome for human comtrol. Pibally. tboes worke ehich denl with man's

control and trestmant of bimself 1D the uTban comtest are considered

Ous of the most important cherecteristics of cities Is that of form; e cobcept
sutficiently ell-qubrecing to encompsss density, spatial extent, end the like.
Rayuer Banbam (6) hay <commepted O this scovre that there are Desically tvo
types of urban-baeed «f - Los Angales besed and New York based - corresponding
to the bssic dichotosy im form esnileaced by Lheae two cltles. Even hare,
nowever, fanilifar cultural backgrounds are dominant, the New York high-denaity
1ype Iictlon ¢ompriming by fer the largest elemenl of the genre, though ofteo
inseparsble fron their wider socistal background - usvaelly ipowvolving rising
population and shortage of resources. In this respect af writers predste

the ecological-conservationist school of thought by maoy yesrs To lsasc
Asimov's THE CAVES OF STEEL, <(7) focr example, a Malthusian picture ia

paiuted of ap Earth with 8 billson inbabitants where increaslng preasure

on resources has farced the accaptauce of greater wnd graster degraes of
efficiency. Efficimncy, stetes Asimor, implies incre:
exlension of the vise of factory besed industry in be Ipdustrial Revelution

Lhe “Citigs™ arise 1lowing up exsating settlements. 7Tbs entlre popularion

14 concentrated ip some #00 "Citlea”, each of wbich hes oan sverage & popul-~
ation of soss 10 milllon people, "Llhe bulk of the 1and area deing given

o to the rodot farming of real taod as a luvury supplement ta tha ataple

dies of arcificial yemal ¢mlture.” Théese “Cities”’, "the culmiwation of man'yp
Bastery over the snvivommewt" protrayed ae pot omly quantitatively d1frferent,
bul qualitmiively ditiersnt, from the cities we koow They are roocfed ovar,

wnd burrowsd 10: the “sileel caves™ Of Asimov's title, Urban freeways haviag

long Ince Deen buRErcaded by DOving padesrrian pavemsnts of waricus Apeeds.

Writtan in the early 19%0s, THE CAVES OF STEEL pressges Feraan Xaan's
concepiion of three great urban conplexee in \he US, Bos-Waeb (Hoston-
Woshington), Chi-Pitta (Chicago-Pittaburgh), and San-San {Sao Frascisco-San
Diego). Aelwoy preaents ua with = Néw York of 20 millions. 2,000 equare niles
In extenl, walch 1s alaoat linked with hington, Bultioore and Philadelgh
London 1e elailarly porizayed sxteodiog form Norvich to Canterbury im the
esat, 10 Brigbton $n Lhe acuth, gqod Coventry on thy morth-mest.

What Aelmov codvenienrly avolds, af ¢ourwe, iy the copcept of diminishing
returag Lo acale which wtatey pinply that past @ certain point tbe advantegas
of si2¢ ave outwaighad by the disadvantages such ss copgestion, balilenecks
and 1the J1ke. Such thinge in themselves are noL, Réceasnrily m sige af dimin-
Labing returns o scale, however As Alonso has pointsd out, (8} tf the
=prEINal Yevenue of ane eitrm Bhalt atf urbsn pratuctioo excseds the werginald
conts of producing 1it, then the city eay st1)l grow even If the margiosl cost
I3 $1selt incvegsing, Ablwov circumventa thel problem by fixiog the point o
diminiehlog returcs st a very high level: “New Yark by itzelf way wlmomt too
large 10 De haodled by a centralizad governmenl. A larger city, with over
fifty million populstion. would break down under Its own weight'.
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Asloov'e London, 19 ., 1a fect. B comman stereotype, alwoet evactly parallel
the London degcribed by Anthony Burgecs's THE WANTING SEED (3) (note the
Nglthuetiso overtones of the Lille). Burgess captuy the idee of the rapidly
expanding megalopolis with the line: "1 ding =i from the
Provinces to Greater London had, it wes sald, no mead to move- they merely
had to wsit”. Buch wit aglde. much of THE WANTING SEED conforss to the fairly
atandard formula of exploding populatleo, larger cities, ministries of infert-
ility, aypthette foodstuff and round the clack abidt work. S0 t0o with
Harry Harrison®s NANE ROOM! MBAKE ROOM! (10), aince f1lasd SQYLENT GREEN,
though Harrison doms throw In a few of Wirth's concepts of urbamismo (11)

such es impersonality, segmantgl and predatory relstionships and enomie.

581 in @ New York of 3% million in 1999 *6 are precented »ith food riots,

» lenuous order enforced by the pollce, and the inminence of 1otsl social
diaintegration  There 13 some development of the envirohmental iopact of
nolae and pollution, but much of 1t 1% incloded purely for the purpose of
beighténing tbe stwoxphere. “Through the open window rolled the hest wnd
stench. the sound of the city; the pultivoiced rosr that rose and fell with
the hammered peraistence of waves breaking on a beach; an endless tbupder™.

It Le 1ndicative af the symilopian elemeént in such wrating thal the stres lies
on constraint ratber than choice. The high density city 15 rerely viewed

a3 the expression of choice, but rather as the ipevitable conconitant of

over rapld population growtb and agscciated over papulstion. Unfortunately.
the rationale for this ia mll tan frequently werely Lhat of the provision of
done multsbly oppressive eovironweot ss » backdrop for bigh dreos af one

sart or another. Vieved objectively, there 13 little thet i3 stimulutiog

to the stugent of the urban [uture in this sree of ("8 developaent,

Life in the Aigh-DenaiLy Future

The thepe of tbe spelielly extensive high density city has been developed
furiher, but veually only where 1ts 5ocial and psychelogical ioplications
sre treated in more depth  In FOUNDATION, for tnstance, the firat solume of
Agimov s FOUNDATION tridogy. (12) theéesé igsuts are touchbéd ob when Adidow
describes “Trantar"”, a world of forty hillioos snd the sdmioistrative cenlre
of = buge =apt aupplied with food daily by fleets of ships from the
agricultural worlds. Al) the 1gnd surtecs of the planet, some 75 million
square milea overall, 15 one pingle city, nine tenths of which liea below
the surface and utilizes the temperature differential between the surface
a0d the lower levels aa Ihe power source of tae city. Gael Dornlek, =
bewcomer to Trantor, ia loformed when looking over the 2ity plant from an
abpervation towsr, thet Trantorians never venture to the eurface. 4s it is
explainsd to hi

4 you're borp in « cubicle and grow up in w corridor, and
work in a cel), and vacation ip @ crowded sun-room, then coming
up 1BKO tbe open wilh notbing but the bEy OVer you might Just
@give you 4 nervous brapkdown. They omhe Lhé ¢hildran come up
hure once @ year, sfter they're five. | don't know if Lt does
any good They don't get enough of it really, 8nd the Eirst few
timed they screan themselves 1o(o hysteria. They ought to atart
as aoon thay're weqnnd and have = 1rip oboe & week™

Io this codtext Piers (13) bas poioted oul Lhe differentigtion bgtween
colture end pature @no their compalibillty Mep, he has steled, canmot poss-
1bly live (n a completaly “ersatz” artificisl world; there are, and should
be, constant elementa af our nmturm] coRdilion - our attmcbment to landscape.
Re quotes Le Corbusier to thy effect that wheress Lbe traditional dimension
of the pre-mechanice) age wss one of "'congruent 6iz¢", now the bslance has
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been upsel, and (A6t =2 ausl €ct repidly to reslare the valucs of landscape
10 our citiea. TRLP acsubes there are both ¢ won dietioct limits 10
buman adeptalioo, asd » “hatural" enviyopaest, however,

One =riter who does t the b vicioos examined above,
producing geouine BIl4UNgIrosan Or nowals of fdean rather tham merely otidicisg
ideas a3 a basin for = Aceosrio, ia J.G. Ballero, and It 1e @ tributs 10 h
writer's cxaft thal ba m «blm 1o do ¥o withoul Joslop vhe wwilm o! dreametlc
jmpact. 1f anything him work ns trom the Lautnres and compactorss Steasing
from tho comprrcasos of a varizty of ideasm Inla & shorl apece Two of his
SNOrt BplOries, "RAilleniyp” (14) and “Comcentration City" {13)are muperficinlly
compayahle ich the two novels of Astaov'n e3dy referrsd to, in thai the
{1raC Cakén = 3] populsiion growth ws (18 startimg point, 0 tha otbyr
examines the "“carth ss city" coocept. 7The refemblance ends here, homever.

fav bath tocus on the poycholagscal sdaption of the Ladividual to esty Firet
and foresost., In “Billenlvp™ t n the firat decade of the 21wt centlury,
woria agricultu Produciion has kapt pece with population growth but only
by checkiog and reversing the vulw=erd gromth of cities #¢ cthat ¥3% of the
population is Irapped io vast urban orews, the Buburban” sucrgidé of =hich ere
bring reclaimed for agriculiurel usc. There Im oo tountryside mund tLhe
ovarriding quedt of sociely ie the “Inkarnal colonisution of the city” where
Bpacs 18 «lreudy AT b previus.  The 11Uation ie intensitied and compounded

by =0 ingeoious bul dlalurbingly pluusible double Uind =hereby Individus!
houschold cptimizalios works apainst sociulml lotereats, 3o thst a8 Cbree
children ie 1he required asnimum inr » private room, lhere exlate » hiddan
incentive far larger fanilies.

In the world ot "Billestus" over ooe bundred pacple can imhabit the top
three tloars af old rapmiog bouse, Jiviog ib cubicl the slalutary wip-
imus aize of whick t» four aquare mcivea far o »single imdividu Voscrupulous
landlords can manipulate wall and crciling partitions 10 such a degréas (hn
acneone timid of bie righta could be lilerally mqueczcd out of eximteoc
(& new glamirk This), The rentrel! characiar ot Lhe atory, & man called Ward,
spenda aopL of bia apare tlme, like everyene o “scannilng The clasalilad
408 io Lhe Rewspapers” LB aenrch of w wargioslly better roon. He Ooes In
IecL dlocaver a cvbilecla af four awd » hell squere matrea, af which bla friend
Aossitar commeats: "You weve lurky 1o 11ud » place Iike (biz.. .it's enoTmous
the perspectives really zoom”. The conceptioa of sdjusimeat Lo chesgad mores
1a rejoforced by refarance to the periad fiiLy yoara aarll whea:

"“Prople bad iodeed lived one to o0 roon. zomelines,
unbelicvably, ome to an apa nl or hou
11ims In the architecture catlaloguss «t the 13brary showad
scenes OF Bussums, coocert halla, wbd atber public buildings

in wbul oppmared 1o be everydoy uallingé. often virtuslly
empty. two or thrce people wandering dovn an encrmous gallsry
or ptaircars. Traftic moved Iresly along tha centra of strecta.
and In the quleler dlsiricia nections of sldevilk would be
demerted for fifty yards or mare

¥ow, of ¢ourse, 1he older buildings hud baeb Larn down
and rcplaced by houning batierics, or convertod joto apart-
went blocks, The g banquating room s the faywer Ciry
Hal) bod been #pls) horizoolslly 0 four declka, esch of
these cot up Lata hundreds af codbleles” .

A® Bullard‘? harrative developt. & c1rCURSCFIbed 2ltuniion of aleost
tolel mnsirsiat ¢mergra where Word, brought up frow Lha sge of 1«n LR &
municipal hoate), hoa gradusily lost touch with hia psvents liviog o 1he
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other alde of the ¢ity. bBe has, 1o Ballard'# words, “surremdarad bis iniclative
to the dyommice of the tity”, aided by ths fraquent populatiom “locka™ L2 lhe
sireaty whan buge crowds bécame jmmovably jamsed, sosetimes for days onm znd,
The crux of ths story occors, hosever, whep Ward ADA Rossiter teas up ¢o rent

a new place 1o a seei-dereilst bouse Here, behind a fargorten, panelled

OveT G00T, tNEy dISCOVEr AD &MLy rodm some )15 fapt gguare, Ballerd’s desccip—
tlan af 1bia 3a superb:

"Par an Nour they exchasged places, wanderimg sllestly
around Lde Ausly room, slretching their arms out to [ee)
s 7 ' iwg at the saose of
absolute spatie) freedos'.

The paralle) tctewen the narrerive and thome paycbological exparimenis

whick utilize gogEles or epectacies to produce Laveraions of potions of up

aod down, end left and right. Is marked, 2s are the resulis which ususlly follow
on their removal. For sfter llving sacrecly La the room far & time, the cubscle
becones unbesrably eraaped and Rossiter aod Ward bagin to xesm “the aoly real
inhabilantd of the world, sysryone 2 meaningless by-product of thaiy

own axistwoce, « vapdom replicetion oI tLdemtity which bas rur out of control™.
Clearly, Ballard’e centrel concern 15 the Limitations of huvan sdaptability
¥hi1s1 not expliclily fejecting the idea thal nan has an Lafinite capacity

for adaption, he peeningly suggeatd thal there exists soae “natural” slate

of pagcho-apacial equillbréum ta which individusla awlfily return, circue:
atances pevmltiing.

Ballerd'a short siory “Concentraticn City" seems, »1 Cirat sight, to
concentrate on a very slaidar (Reme, N3t of NAR'e CORCEPLiOR Of spsce and Kis
ACTSIuded 10 31, ODCE Agail dpace 18 a aaleable compodity, bul 1his tise sie
price is oot ob » a3 1 bas boL ingiead io cubie feet,
fay Ballard presests us with m threc-dimesaioAn) urban ares stretching indeCin-
itely (2 wl) directions. The conceptica at “free¢ space’ has lost Ltd mmaniog,
ingtend. it 15 aquated to the theoretically ewusing but praciically absurd
corcept of "cop-functliocal space”. ¥ucb oI the power of Ballard's writing
stama from his plethors of Idesa which epables bie to leave many of Chee
undeveloped Lo order Lo stimulate by . Unlike Ia writers
Eallurd 14 osver placed is the ponitipns of havl to mttampt to suck bload
from » ktome.

Description is véry wuch = masos t6 ab etd for Ballard, for be poses
mors fundemental implicatione of this closed in world, namely the cloped nutuore
of 1ts thought., The tesk of acience is outlined to Pranz, the cemtral char-
acter, by one of his physice teachers at the Univeraity. 1t 1s “to consolldate
exiatiog kaowledge, t0 ayatamgtize aad reinterpret the discoveries of the
past, fot Co chasg wild dre into the future”. Ib thip world. thm conditione
tor the coutipued existsnce of which sr¢ ap obesssion with order, preservation
and systematization, spaculation and experiwentation have dled ocut to replaced
with agrophobla avd a fear of pyromansecs - tbe aciivity of mhas could denude
the cley of auygen.

Frsnz rebela againat this clawmrrophobdle, closed socleiy by way of bls
striviog for “Iree-apace’ a conception dempwoced by oldera ma usresl and coo-
teadicrory. Ta this eod M arches thromgh the gresteat streel divectory in
1ba coumty byt to mo avmil., Occupping millioms of valu it stil) covers coly
e limitsd section of tha Clty, avd oo ope et tbe library hesm any idea what
lies beyond. He dacides ma a result to ride the supsraomic vaccus tubs
“Supersleaper” Tcaio throfigh the City botisl he Finds free apace. HL» tech-
mique La to buy “1oca)™ papers wbirsver the Lrain ataps oo ibs bacis 1dat
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lower priced spacc wbould be ao indication of “{ree spaca”. Jo Cact, the

only arssp shera they do (a1 19 (m the rapidly mxpanding arsan af "Nigh) Tomn™
hoges dead earess 10aAC Sturt OfF we OrdiDAry BeighDOUrboods. As vod ivllow
iraveller putu it 1o Wim:

A BOEL)enmck 1n LEe pawsge ayatesm, nol smough epbiane. and
before you WEOR It = & eL1li0R CUBIC Feet bave gobe back to
Juogle. They 1ry a relief ocbeme. pump in o Iittle cyanide,
and tben brick it up. Ooce they do Lhal 1hey’re closed for
goad . Evcotually thare'l) be nothisg led1 but theac biack

arrac. The city » ba onz huge cemsts

Suddvaiy, om Ibn tenth day of Franz's jourcey the lodicalar board on The

Irain which, 1il) thos had caosistenily read Wesl, wow reads East The ather
psasengers, none of whom hava been on jor wore than two or thres stops {persaonsl
mobility ja decveacing just ma im “Billenium™) insist that the trein hec alwaya
been going kast  Thim tnaxplicablir switch csusaa fran:t 1o give hi T away
to the sutharitien - he h of course. been travalling Illagally - but svan
they are unoble to ruplein whet han happenra The traneport avthoritias put
the curveture down to some Inpnete fesiure af the Cicy 1tael?  The scory ends
with the police dootor tryiRK o rid Franz of hiB Notioo of free space by
comparing rhe ¢cily to tlme, neither of =hich ONe Cafh eacape fruw  Thia fai
10 »ati9fy Fraoz =bo ache whal wam here before Lhe clty bualt. 11 has
al=syd buen buru”, the doctor renlies, “Mot threw particular bricko and girders,
bul others before t You mccpl tbel tioe hsm 0o brginmisg aud no end.
The City 4w 83 old w3 Lime and cootinuous with 11" A1 thia junrturs Ballard
provides the f1 teist Look ng mc the date clock. Frao: discovers that che
date im cxactly ENC aams 93 when he lall 1hree waeks 340 TRe readar 13 lefi
104 his omA £O0TILE10 aBLCh dre cleardy thel the city 1a Jofimite, to-
antensive wilh spuce uod tiwe, 300 subjecl La the Isws of Rertativity.

Even 17 thaa the in poiol of tbe srory It w“ould be disturbling
enough, cloarly paralisliing BossLter and Mard'e sudden reallzatlon of Cbe
ant-like Quality Of LNeir édimluace 10 @ ®orl1d of coRlious) population grosth
4nd Urbsn €xpatslod - ¢ worm) echoed by wosl #f slories mbout the city. It
0ol howsver. = facl whict enables Ballard to be viodicated af ihe charge
ibat bu eabibits the antipathy tawarda the city cosmonly foond in many cnam-
wotatars. That thia antipsihy (s of A Iang lineage has heen vell dacumented
by Marlon and fucts Waite (16) wnd Scott Grear {17) awonpsl otbera, snd faw
2t writern ara syampl £roB (0. A rure eXceptioa $a [a be found ia Wichmel
EnorcoCH WhO apealld 16 Ué through his wlter ego. (18) Jerry Carnelius, the
rentral character of THE FINAL PROCRAMME. “He {Jerry) never felr really
comtartablée ublesa he hud at lcaat titlcen milem of built-up area an 311 algan
It vuon't dutural, he felt, for & man ¢o live any othsr

It 1g clear. ospecially in “Couceniruilon Chiy" thatl Ballord i3> purauing

& deaper, pore fUndameotol, metapbysicol thewe than oerely thal of the likely
fanyera o ao matl-1lkm urben oximicncce. or the existence of an infinite clity,
I veler 1o hin stresa on tha partls of decadanca, atagusiion, and ossiflcacion
potentially Loherent In amy BItUAIICR Whars grovih and chuoge ace ol posailble
and moeial Intraapeciion otcur Balimrd €hose s Closad physical emviron-
aen & ronpcenrretion cemp of a city, but tbe sor he drows 1rom this e
aquslily applicable lo olbrr contexta.

Wuch the same can bt 3s1d of Cliftord S1amk ‘s wejar vork CITY (19), for
e 100 I8 coocerord wilk introspection - be it ol Lhe Individual aor the aoc
Ieval, Uhough carelzan roaders might sacume he ton is following The well-mora
path of enti-urbamign 00 the contyary, boik he ard Bullerd appear o bellave
that ihe Clty 4% i1 enlstie today, despile Jio Failiogs ond vhortcomiogs, Is
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Iy amtd pic, aod the highast wtage o far reached
1o man's srruggle to wresi order out of chaos. Wentiop of emtropy. or the
decline fram higher staies of order ta lower oaea, raises tbe interesting
polat that elmast all saieace fiction eboont the city ia comcerned with citiap
roLteriog oo the hriok of deciive and ccllapse Ko iters, to wy Xnowledge
have dealt with the opposite problea in D urban coataxt. By this 1 sean thst
pood have explicitly coosidersd the Lasues raised by Buckminater Puller’s
copcept of “spbemerallzeilocn™ or by Alwim Totfler La his book FUTURE SEOCE (20).
j.e. en axcess of chalce, novelty, ¢rensience, snd spbemsralliy, particularly
40 the built eovirunmeat.

Lov-Density Dispersicn: T and plications

1p terms of Rayner Banbaa's dichotosy between high densily Kew York typa ai

and low density Los Angeles type af, Siwak'e CITY 1s the only really autstanding
wxaaple of the latter. Tha bhook ia cast 1ngesiously in a serica of legends
ralatiog the paet age of which no veatige remalos. The tiret and el
the breadsawn af urben-baced culture made poasible by transportation sdvancas
which grastly reduced tha "friction of space™.

“¥ith rhe family pluny, ove huwdred milee todey 15 w 3horter
digtasce then five wiles back in 1930, Men <an rly eevera)
bunéred siles to vork and fly Wome ¥heo the day la done.
There 1s vo longer moy nesd for thew to )ive coaped up (o the
clty. The sutomobile gtarted the trend and the faeily plgne
fimigbad it

The city 13 depicled »d w0 =oachrabism whote fudction wat thet of » tribal
place. = valled eoclosm a place gf tyudes and commercs whose eximtence

was nycessitated by poor comsunicatiops end the minimiistica of the distaoce
betmewn home and workplace. A« s Tezvit of tThene developmenta §in transportailon
the cities are gradonlly deseried, everyone woviag out 1o Coubtry eatsiea

©f between 16n and one hundrad acrés which ave purely recrestiowal my a yesylt
©f the rine of bydropomica. As owé of Simak'y churucters ootes: “The city

mt & hutas jostitotice is deed".

Simak ‘4 théwme is pot dissimilar to Frack Lloyd Fright's coocept of
"Gresoucra City™ projecting as it doap existimg trende towards lower depsiti
avburbeoizution. and steedily lepgthening jJoorpeys to work. Certaiply Lt 1m
vary tar fros being ap smaginative, and ¢nterteining but fuadameotally
inconcaivable fantasy. Doib Mel Wedbber (21) and Briap Oerry (22) enviasge
what Fabber haa rarmed a “non-place urbap realn” developlog in the pamti—
Andustrinl soclaties, ewpeciully the USA vhere tha devalopmant of Communicet—
ions in geoers) end trapsportatico 1o particuler baes ellowed the developoent
of "compupity mithout propivqulty” (23). Berry views tbe current geography
of the Unlted States a» tppified by a lleited oumber of growing "dally urban
aystens”, up to 150-300 km in dimmster, »9p. ted hy daclioiog "joter-orban
paripharies’. Berry furtber belleves that this psttern is im process of
tavertiog itself as a remult of the ecceleration of tha outward woveweat af
upper-iocose whita papulacions from [he ceptral city to ihe eéxpandiog cuter
wdgs of the Aslly urbeo systems, aided by naw ¢lectronic techoologies thet
replace the wovement of perscos by tbe movement of seaveges

This davelopment wae forsseec by Rickard Neler 1w 1942 (24) ip bis book
A COMMUNICATIORS THEORY OF URSAN GROWTH. Weler belleved, bowewer, that the
telepbone exerted a deperscoglixiag Lofloence, pod thet face-to-fece contact
wné paychologically oécesary ip certais cazes. For this ressop he was uoabla
to nccept that tba downtown area or Central Busipesa Oistrict (CBD) - a0 area
tradstionelly alleged to be very much dependent upop face-ro—faceé coAtact
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#0uld updargo OiImINUtioN Or tota) climiomttoo. Although lhere would sedm to
be wuth scouw iw Meles's viem of the puychological necesmity of face-lo-face
communicatian, ke posaibly URdersteted the future role of kolography, and it
dceelopment Lbmt cosld possibly prove Rerry right in t 1gag run.
tical prisciples of kolography, Or ®ave-Iropt recomsiructios, war
filyet 3tated by Danoin Gabar o 1947, bul Thalr practical iMplesentatlop sas
o019 @ade possible by thy invention of tbe lamer Lm 1963. Jo usseoce, holog-
rapby e4lalle Che recarding and trensmisaios of 1-D images. and tholr recom-
siyvetion eleevhers Such Lespes are aimont tatally realistic ood may be
viawed frow nny direciion witbout Losing thyir ugrucity. Berrp put tbhe watiler
sueciactly vhuo he 3a1d:

“Tradi¥ionalily wa bave soved the bady Lo ths experieacs;
jdcrenalogly ¥e will move the eapericoca 10 the body. snd
the body ceo toerefore be Joceted where it (inds the non-
rleclrooic eaperlonced bos!t utinfying.”

The potential iuplicaxions of hologrsphy hove been intcroslingly detmiled by
Berry:

“Lat us %INe & pariicular apace. circs 1885, a home io the
suburbe of Pbownlx. A oan 18 sitting Ln the piddle of &
circular roon amd oo Lhe curved welld Bround hiw be can sae
ths acean-aurt braskiog over the rocks mod foaming uvp tbe
boach: a fiph-hawk treabliog io the lumloescent sky. Acroso
from nis site enother = amd the twa of them are talkiog lo
each utdier. Opce ip & whil2, 1hm bBoom Of tha hyratimg aurf
08 cry of the havk iotrede upuo thely conversation.

Let un oov asy tbmt tba yoom 36 UNGRrEround and hes =0 “resi®
view at all, that wbat im sxperiemced ob 1he CHrved salls 1s
an inage on a flat-wall® tmlevioianp 4creed, pre-recorded 3p
Hamait, And oow baing veplaycd clectrooically. Lei uo further
aay thit tha firal man ig 1, but that the socood man im
BALAg hroadcast by 1aear baae (roa = astellito aod rocreated,
10 tolour and full dlmeasion (you could valk sround bin lasge
wod see the back of Rim brad) by "ROTORrapby’ so 1hat though

be iu “there" io Phomuix sl Lhal @0e#Dt, he le “"la realicy™

at tbe mome momen! sitlivg In bis Study aC the University ot
Edfsburgb."

In faet, Bimi

- writing 1o 1852 - prefigured Berry's 1deas in & claasic pa

“What need wad Lhere to go anywherz? It wap all here Ry
¥ioply Iwicling o dis) ane could talk fice to face with sny-
one ont wished, could go, by amenu il oot in body, mmywhere
ooe wisbsd. Could attend the themtlre or hear w cootérl or
brosac n » library half-upy around the warld. Could trval
sct any bBunin one aigbt peed to tramsacl without rinfong
from ouwe’s chelr. "™

lerily hetwedn 1ba canterns of Stea¥ and Lhose of Ballaré gross in-
gly opparcml during the caurse of (be book. 11 ix culy lowarda tbe
end af CITY that Simak makea rham Fully cxplicit, howcver, as the tallawing
pansege demonsrraies:

“John J. had rome aiter xThe break-up of the citics, after wes
bad fursaken, aoce and foc all, Che twamtieth century huddling
piaces. ...

Aud here wus LRe end reault. A quiet liviog. A peace That
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coult pnly comc with good things. The mort of Life that meo
beve yearasad for yzars to have A mannr extatonce, baaed

©0 old famlly homep sod lasmyrely ac with stomice supply-
Ing pover nd robots la place of sacfs.. Decadedce - & Birangsiy
beautiful - snd démdly - deCudenir.

Nun hao (o kan the laaaming clties. the Npddling pleaces, Lwvo
hundred yeern 0....And yel bére wad enotber bullding p ..
Hot = huddling place for one’s body, bul obe's mind. A pBy<ho-
logicol campitre thai atill beld » men =ilhio 1le circle of
11ght. .

(Agropbabia ia x thimg s man can'l fight.)"

Tbe tbemeu, Or thawe, oI depandenca, decadeacs, dlsgnation and ospificetion
developed by Bullard and Simsk bear uo LbLeredling vesewblance o the ballef
3n esvircomestal determiniss beld by geograpbers ubtil recestly. Bul sherea
thega belsrfes related zamostially ta the more wrimillve amd lrss developed
societ1as, the determinise of the Bf writera yelates primarily to mstuatian
©f catreme ophisticaliva and devélopment The cooceptloo comson to both wauld
mcem 1o be thal Lhere exists an aptiwus poslilos or reage wbere husan freedom
acd devaopmcst la at (ta bright. Prior to, asd submequest ta, Uhid poxitlon,
he 1a Irappnd in the Crrpt Lomtancy by bim lack of rantrol over nalural

systa 10 tBe mgcono by WLe lack of control over develgpad lechnologien and
1116-9upbory sygtead  Nan bacopes & Blavm to hie oun ingenulty.

Chavgé. Yutimbility mnd Developrent

Touorimg sbove both Simok and Ballard s umdoubtedly excellenl wark, the ¢l
of thim geare 1a without doubt £ M Farster's '"The Nachime Staps™ (25)
wriites 30 902, Though Poratar cquld unt In any memAe be dencribed as o
science IicT1on mricer, Chis wOrk gtands an an andyring ancument to what ia

m CeRLral CONCOTR Of DMy Such wrilers: (he necepaily of challeage and
eAterom] wtiavli (n & Oyoamic aoclety Forater, as =l11 be aeen, =us strosgly
apposid Lo Bercy's ballef 1hat "iocresslagly »¢ 111 wove 1R sapariesce la
Lhe body”. Forster, Siusk amd B ord ul] sedd Lo agrev Lbal ome of tbe pré-
raquiatien af o bealthy snciely Ie that the body must be moved, withism reasom,
to tha arpariance.

The sorting of kthe atory in & cllyworld - the two have becrme Ludiviaible
and Indiatinguiahable - in which syerything han besn autnmated and everything
19 brought to the indlvidual, NoRe of whom Read #11r fyom hig €nall heamgonal
room bénewih the aurface of 1be sarth  “Like the cell of « Lee” 18 how
Porster deacribes them. Mot ooly food and wetér, hémtl ood light are conveyed
to thras ccllm, but sutneatcd asdical amd deotal krcatment as wnll. The cliy-
®0r16 of tha “Macbine” has bacome ane huge, Imparaonal servicing aschine
Viteo-phones have enabled enorwoms IBtyeases ID (he scope mBd entsol Of the
lodivides]l's socis) metwark, bul permaos) ¢oolact, sud todeed ali first-
band expcrience, haa bees vcduced 1o vireuslly oil. The civilizatisn prior
%0 that of the Machise {n described an vne that had “miatokan the function af
Iha apstes and M3 used 3T £OF Bringlag peopls 10 things, Inetead of thisza
10 pecple.” The aitustiap 1a compoutded by Lhe boaogenelty of (br citywarld,
As Forater puls L1: “lha to Lhe edvances of sclence. 1hc earth ewncily
a)ihe m)l over. .Whmt was the uae of gosng to Poking when 1t wan just like
Shressbury~. Th 1n 2dd1K1on to his criticiam of total dependemc) on in-
diveat axparience, FOrster polals to the meccanity of variabliity (m the
rangs of anvirenpental atiaull. In this he 18 not elone, for Plere and
Mappaport. asonket others, have mlao poleted Lo the enlolente of an abiiwum
raoge of joput atlouli 2rom the enviranment
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The pusbible o1 such ars outlined Ehrough the peraco
of Runo, n wery viwilar figure lu those of Bullird'v olories where »ituations
e coooonly dopinted through the percoptioos and actican of w Bingle raba
10vs Individua). Kuno 18 5uch w rebel unlike his wuiber Vaebtl wbo la prus-
€nted 2a the mpothuonls of the drugged, subservient, Lachnologicelly depeodeat
confnreiat Vosbti (R Ruch @ crcaturc of the machine that, gt one moment
of spiritvel <rigls 10 the pDacrative, 9he 301z69 (be Book of 1hu Nacbioe

(the mochige vpuraling waousl) and Lbrice kisses 41, osch tiose eaporionciog
the “deliriun of acquiracsnce®,

The firet si1gon af Kuon'n growing doubts gocur whan hr amka his notber ta
virit hia 12 person. Laser «hen attenpiing £0 vislt Tunc she is overcoes,
“selzed wilb 1be lerrvry of direct waperience”, jusl a: Jobm J. J¢ ioc Sicsk's
CITY. Shortly after thia incidont aod Kunos firat illcgel trip to the surtace,
all viaits to tha purfece, already trownsd upon «s deviant, are forhiddan as
unnacaseary, apd che already iociplenk doctripe thet tbe oply worcowhile
iptellectum) lusbour v thel of vifting s0d mnalywing the work of those before
Lecomes prevaleot  Fart findiog ond first hond mtudy arc shunned ma shaddy
and sccond rete At this juncture tha gtegs 1e clearly set. The rest of the
Atory (s elmost inevitable. As in “Billepium™, “science retremted 1nko the
fround L0 cubcetlrate hervelf on (he prublves Lhal sbe was certoin of sulvlig”

Indirect saperience triumphs, un¢ %ith it & Krowlog reverence for the
Mechioe and mn Jocressed (olerance for 1té faulls. "Hussnitly, 3o it desire
For confort, had over-remched stoclt It had exploited the richea af noture
too far  Quietly and compiacentiy, it was atnking Into dacedence And PrOGYERE
had comm to mean the proxtess o! the @echine”. The Wacblue gradumlly dreeks
down, but "Tbe hussn UiSsues in tbat lutldr day hud becoms wo subservieol,
that theéy vemdily oduspled theaselves o tha wrery caprice of the Movhine”

The Dook of the Marhine haa becoms o vencrable nbject, almultanacualy »

syabal of the Machipe'a cmnipotence end an #Xpr:
higher wuthority. This aanifeststioo of osn's
neglected, evon in Erich Fromm's scminal work on the mubjact (24}

Kuno's rebellion lica in his roturn to tho bellef that “Man 1a the measure",
and hia rejection af tha prayslent helset that “'man nust ba adapred to his
Rurroundinga”  He percelives that the inhahitanks of the Kachbine have “lost
the sepfe of aspuce” mod Lhersfore u parl of thesuelves. The end of the
norretive finds funo and Vaahti weeping aa the machine atnps

“The oin againat the hody - 1t wam for that that they wopt 1n
chief: the centturies of wrong apainst the muscles and the nerves
404 those #3vm purtsls by which ws cav slune spprehond -

glazing it aver with a talk af evolution, until the bady wan
white pap. tha home of Ldeas as colourlesa, last sioshy atir
¥ing® of & apirit thel had grosped the otars.™

Fororer, llke HMallard, 18 wuggesling Chit CerLaib tbiugs ure eeseotiml cor-
ollariéd of buben emistenca, nntably contact wilh nature and cpen wpace, and
@ aperific quantum of diract axperiencea untilterzd by all byt our natural
menaca.  Tha 1mplications of these ideae Inr urban resign and planning are
<lear, especially with regurd Lo further Increases Io the size of urbub are
with diminivhed access to the countryaide (which itmclf is undergoing aleady
urbanizatinn), and to the further growth of rovered shopping centrag and the
Iiks. In this respect 10 i3 worlb besring 10 sind tbat some iechnolograts
regurd the presence nf windows in the new thin-skin clad office blacks
inctficient  They raquire both more in the way of central heating duc to
the heat loas {roo windows, and more i Lhe wey of air-couditioning due to
the “greenhausc” etfact they can exert in summer. Complete encloaure ollied
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=1th arisftclal Lighesog would, they clmim, make 1t Jittle different from
ostura) Jighet

Forster and Ballord aled both ansre the view ihat frash challémges and
expariences are always required. The implicaticos of thie view are thst thera
AnoN1d be oo fialubed Uiopl , loatend citiey whould be cobntiovously avolving
ia & dysamic¢ fashion. [0 aydtems tarws cities Bust alveys ba Open ayatess
rathor than tlosed systums - only im 1bis way cen the busss draim veceive
esough fresh ioputs to fusctiop harwomicusly. Once informatiom recelived
bucg repstitive or imcorrect, apd corrective feedbach mechanisma are unav-
alleble, disorganization rapidly spsues. 7Tbia tb hag besn 1oterestingly
axplored by Barringtom Bayley Bls abort atory “Euit froe City 5= (27).

City 6, £Or reasone ve peed Dol delve into, 38 basscally a coaplersly aelf-
contsioed lifsbost flaatiog (n space aome flve Biles 1» diameter and bolding
two willlon psople - tba Last remnsats of humanlty. There ia no posaibility
vhateosver of leeviog the city, the perpetus] fupctloniog of which ia guaran-
teed by the completa conpervstion of mess-energy. The clty la thus concesved
a8 & sort of perpetual BOXiOn oachine, m tachnical lapossibility in terma of
ihe second Law of thermodynamics, bot 1o matter sldce tha eoce of the
aLory liesa 1o the efforl to meiotwis the city a functigeing social mnd
paychological antity. This 3¢ dore by the comprshenslive monitoring of all
aoel tendencies, allied with theiry regulmtios wnd redirection into proamotios
or st & and stability which, 1t je¢ begligved, (s the only feasible way of
prasarvisg the city forevar. Ae Kord, the chiaf plemnar, stetes

"aty uceontrolled process beoeath the dome 14 a danger ta
the city. The element in the buman payche that ches ont,
Lhat explares and discovary muat he eradicated. It means
dedtruction to ot. The ovuteard, sspiraticosl Jife wust be
réplaced by ao doward life of symbolism amd extyemaly close
parsone) relaticoships....There wust be oo sew divections,
o iodividuality, oo isaovations or oripiwality of thought”

A& the #tory commedced, however, dissatisiactiodt La onte agsin begianicg to
manifent (tealf am it ham many times before io the bigtory of Law rity. fapiw,
our wrchatype rebe) figure, gives yscomscicus west to 1t:

“There's pometbiog a blt dead adout City 5. Toiblng ever
comes 1o from pureide. Anything that bappeas has to be
goperated Tight here [ fes) rcatleas, dimeatlatied, [
Juse wigh [ could go sowevhere’.

Oppoaltlon L not confivad 1o youthful dissidenta, bowaver, Lt has even pers-
aated tbe planning conaittee Ltaelf:

“1t has been koown ever since the early formulstiom ot
dislectical matarialise that motiop and tendency, opposleg
forces apd 50 ON, 3r¢ the very besis of metter whetber Lt
taked physical, weptal or socssl] Jorma. If the principle
of opposlitlon, ae for lostance in a clase struggle of acae
sort, 1» fundameotal, 1hen how cam you be sure thac a
atatic or self-perpeluatiog atate ia evar possible? You
¢ARNOt nume any Earth socisty that remaioed sisble for sil
time!,

S0 tap, Another member of the

aooimg committee puta it thes:

“A8 we seé 1%, you fear loltlative becawse 1t wlll upmat
the balance, but we fanr a1ssis because 31 praduces =
maveweat jo the otber dirvectico, towards decay. The city
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cap die through a prograssive déepletion of psychic energy, ma
wel) s throogh ao ¢xplosion of it.. [0 fact...we 20w question
whether a society <am be kept 1o good hewlth witbout inmovation
and change™ .

Tbe story ¢ods vitb ap Lropic victory for the pessimis the city being
totally dearroyed in Che atruggle that ensves from the mitempla of Kord 1o
itipose m wholly static order ynd porge the opposiiion. The implication would
seem to bé that the second law of tharomgdynimics 13 oot confined solely to
physical phenomena.

Coaplexity and Costrol

$1a355 apart, It 1s evident that Forster'a stteck §& directed, 31 the most
general level, at the gradual, mlposi imperceprible, inversian of buman
waluws of the sort that we sre wit £lug today io man‘y styuggle againac
the wotorcar Plara capturee tbis well whao he says:

~Whep a pereon fluda bimeelt In the niddle of & petwork of
urban Bolorways, he woaders where man la. ll-n *ho should
be tha master of uzbes | is the
expraseion of thy city be cr tld f1nds N3 ull iwprisomed”.

Prior to the lndustrial Revolution. ecooowic velues such am cost-minimizetion
980 sfficiency ware largsly subservient to other social and cultural values.
They seem. however, te haebecome incresaingly dominant alnce kben, to the
#tage where thay have fraguently pusted othar valyes camplately. Such Juad
are certeinly not undseireble m thepselv thay becows wo oply wheo they
dictate the emtent to vhich othar valuee can be 1akep ibto considerstion io
ap 1psue. Fararer 4 00t alome in stressing (bsi man sbould be the measurs
of 1hiags. Elt Pedlar atates (o bis eaxay “Dens ox Mychion" (28) that:

"l'ne individusl 1a lasiog 18 vosce and & becoalsg irretrlevadbly

10 the 3] system of gly intelligeor mrri-
fects sroudd bim ¥hat i happening now is that most aspects of
our ectivities »rsy considerad in atatristical blocks, programmed
tor efticiency™.

This sort of eituationm bae beso described, edaittsdly io & rether unlikely
manoer, (n David Alenavodar's “Disposable Unit Wan™ (29), where L1a the usuasl
world of scarcity, averpopulation and avercoasimption, 11fs bas hecome #a
complex that amnkind bgs tournsd over the organisetion and decision making
to « giant oungipal computer. But not only does the computsr enert total
control over the lite of the municipallty's inhabitants, it elao exerte
captrol over their continued exlalence through 3bd abllity to “sbut down"
entire sectors af the city, h1lling sooe in order that the others migbt
survive. Moch wore remitetic ia the situatloo depicted in Alck Rspheel’s
“The Thirat Quaochers™ (30). Here, i0 = groasly ovar-industrialized
America of 300 aillioos the hydrological cycle haa had to be pleced um
tote) control 1o order to avoid the, by Dow, potentinmlly deatructive vsgaries
of pature 4s Raphael putsa (t, naticos could “ap lodger evads the altustlon
that bad bwen farewsrued and foredoowed » cemtury earlier by the piopeers of
copasrvation. . Only by the total conservation of every possible drop of molis-
tire could Lhe oatloo survive™. There is total pasaible re-use of wetes,
Tivers and reseTvolrs are non-existent due to telr potential evaporatiom
lopaes, and snaw $a aprayed frog Lhe air with a molecular film to lespen
loaats from sodth fucing xlopass. When & dissster doas occur - the fracturiog
of severel huge underground etorage tanke by earth trewors =- near chacs is
Jjust averted
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The morsl is ¢learly thet as humso demands upon the envirovaent iocrespe. the
associated eovlronmantal control systeny bave to becomwe 10 Complen that tbe
dangera of matural dlasstere Lncresse far wors thoo proportionetely. Mamkind
should lemve & Jarge oargin of ssfety rather than living on 3 knifs edge.
Asimov, in THE CAVES OF STEEL (7) bae also elaborated this thesis 1n » wore
explicitly urbag context:

“In prinitive times, individus! populstion ceotres were
virtually selt-supporting, liviog oo the produce of ne1ghb—
bouriog farns. Nothieg but imsgdiate Jizaster. m flood ar

4 pestilence or a crop feilure, could harm them. As the
centres grew and techoology iwproved, localized dimmster
covld be overcome by d 10g on balp from dimtant ceotres,
but at the zoet of paking evem lorger areas independent.

In medlevel timea, the opep cities, even the largest, could
subalst oa faod atores and oo esergency supplies of @11 sortm
for x weed at least. When Nem York firet becane a City. it
could have lived ob itself for « day. Now it camnot do so
for sm bour. 4 dimsstar that would have beep uncomfortable
ten thoussnd years mgo, mérely serious a thovssad yeare sgo,
end acute a hundrad yeers ago, would now asurely de fatal™,

The propact of envirovwental catastrophe is not the 30)e danger stémming
from increaslng complexsty of s0cisl, econowic and spatiw) organization.
Socisty has long walked a tightrope between freadom end contyol, but inc¢réns-
ing complexity all too often carries with it tha corollary of increased
control; & neceauity for the efficient orderiog of the complex systems
¢reated.  Such control way be directly politicel, or it oay bz of = more
dophlaticated Wind such a8 the control of consumption as depicted in J.G.
Ballard s "Sublimipal Nan" {31) which, 2s the title suggests, cobjures up

4 world sbere copsusption ie stepped up to oeet produdtios through the
intepeive use of sublipinal advertising. Christopber Priest'a “Doudle
Conaumption™ (32) iw very simidler, except that the sublivioalst mre used ko
oould the whole of the netion's woods snd fashicos. Is = Britwin where birth
rate dae baen fallimg and ¢conomics dictate u steady iocremse io laternal
productivity lemst widespread redondsocy occurs, large surpluses of consuper
gooda become midespread. locresses io ptios prave inad te, however,
and & Barriage retoro act is istrodyced which, with e wid of trandition
drugs, encourages the bremkdows of the siogle family in favour af duxl
tamilies and housebolds, psrtoers switching regularly ance a week.

But by far end aveyope of the most intriguing deplctiona of cantrol 1o an
vrban context (a3 opposed to & pocictml context) ia Ballard’a “"Chrapopoll
(33) whicb takes the contro) of time am itw sudjéct mstier. Ser In a timelass
world, every clock 1e derelict - its hands ripped off; oaly timeca aurvive
for use 1o bospitals and kitchens apd other places wherever » fixed ioterval
of time is requlred. The mplicatioos of tbis wra described through the persocn
of Conrad, a schoolboy, and bis teacher - Jtacey - who takes Conred oo @ trip
ta Chronopolis, the Tlae City, in order to point out to him wbers the obsasmion
with time wnd the tlming of sctivities had led soclety prior to the great
Tevolt ageiost the Clocka. Oace holding 30 millione, the <ity 16 now
largely de ad with barsly 2 million people bamging onm in ibe outlying wub-
urbs which sorround the wast city centre some 40-50 milea in dfameter. As
they drive im:

"Do¢ aubuzrban cantre gave way to amotber, to loog inter-
wanlng atretchea of congasted ribbon dovelopment. Nile by
mlle, the architecture altersd its cherscter, bHuildings vare
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larger, ten to fifteep dtoruy blocke...lo the Olatence,
two or threr wilea mway, Lhe tall rectiline outliines of
camormous apartment blochs rémréd vp FhLFky or forty storeys
nigh, hundrcds of then Jined sboulder to shoulder io mppar-
ently endlesa ranka, 1ikm gimnt dominaes

Conyed, howevar, was lookiog nmly mt the clocks Mever had
be vipuelinad 60 many, im piacen ao denne that 1hey obacurad
#ach Other. Thair faces were muiti-colovrsd; red, blu
yallos, xreec HoRt of them carried four or 14

Stacey explains thut &l) these sare 1or the diffsrcot time zonem of the pop-
wlavion, These waAryink accordiog to prof#aplopel Category and conayser mhifi.
Siacey oullines Lo Conrad Lhe working of Lhe c¢ity:

“*im 1ts baydey this city sac &« Fantasticully complen orgsmicom
The ComBuBICAliond probleme are diTTicull to 1magine merely
Looking up st Chase Dlank facedes. [t's the 1ragedy of tbip
ciiy that Lhere appeared Lo be odly ooe way ta molve (huw.®

‘D14 tbey eolve thew?'

‘Oh yan, cortataly. Bul they left themsolves out of ths
rquation.

Time® Ouly by mynchronimiog every actlvity, every foolstep
forvard or backward, overy mesl, bup-bmlt. and [elwphoor cell,
could the organiam support ttzelf. Like the cells 1o your
body, whirb proliferats into mortal concors Lf allowed to
grom 1a tremdom, mvary imdivaduzl heve had to submerua the
ovar-riding neede of the LTIty or fatal Bottlenarha threw 1t
Into total chaos...The old pRor af tha cog 1n the wheal
a8 Dever mare trus thao bere

Fha agpanca of Hallard'e theals 1s tha dalicace balanca betwaen the freadan
of tha Ind1viduel and the effIc1#nt organieatlon of society. Thia e oyert
throughoul Lhe €107y, bul st com jumciure Emllmrd polatedly drives hia eé
hows jusl o bm sure Conrad. dempite mll pf Stacey's crificiems. oxprosaes
the view Ihet though Jife 1w the city mosl bave been bighly organized “it im
brtter Lham the sort of life we lexd” Sut. ax Stacay polnta our, ~Bon't you
thimk thera's & goint beyond shich humsn digniiy is anrrendereo”. Comrad
clsarly does nat rhink ea. wnd In bid refusal 1o be convioced, Bullard, 31
deens to me 14 etresaing thal the strugglé for buden dignity io s0 mndless
one, In that there will alonya bs these wbo place efficiency dbetore all elme.

Conclu.

on

It mighl br 1bougbt ibat ton many of tha worka examimed 1o thia erticle tocua
om the philomophical asd more sbatract ingues 0f fwture urban Life as oppnned
Ea tha onre concrete aspecia of (he busic form Lteedf. Thosa who LML thel
could do worae tham reflicl ou Retokold Miebubr's warviog against belief o
“Salvation Lhraugh Bricks According ta Webber, tily planning has bmen
Cheractlerized lo Lhe p by the prcparation of portrails af “decetrad lang-
raoge fulures for tha phyaical-apatial city’ r r than by "ayalemstic
tarecaais of social changa™  Whilst tha Impartgacs of The phyaical eaviron-
ent 18 undinpured. and ws & generslization iT (e probahly valld to ert
t =hilat values aRd culturs of » caciety ure @enlfétied 3n Lhe bulll emvir-
CAwgnl, Lhe revérse )s naot oo Thus, Juet as thr wpmiial pattern of clties
im, im part_ 2 reflection of the distribution of imcome #ithin a moclely, &o
tao, mnciety s other ualuer find their expraxaion in the ciry. Hur fust as
e cannar, oxcept 1n the MARE minor way. rediAtribute inecoae within & Apciety
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by rearranglng the spatial parierna of ita cliles, 40 ve caonol ssgalficastly
amend the values or prlaritias of & sacieiy by adjustisg its physicsl ertifecis
apd exprassion. Tha causal Iiuk is by snd largs wol-diractipes), cootrary to
the bellsts of many Of the ninvteenth century retorsers such as Owen, Cadbury,
aud fosard vho bopad to reforrm the spdividual by locatiog hie within ap
improved physical eaviracaent.

Thia 19 not 10 totally disetas tbe role ond relevance of tba Buillt
covirormaot for 1t clearly has # major part to play in shapiag llfe (a ibe
cley of the future. A clty oul of acale and out of syswpathy with the indliv-
sduals; a elty which does nat provide opportunitiies for the growth and devel-
cpaeat of the individunl, can de-hymanize. That okeds to by sireyssd, bowevar.
is that ¢itlay do oot arime by spontaneous generstion; they ere tha expression
ot society’s values. Richerd Hoggert {34) haa pointed out that the tower
blocks of todsy ars jJust me such a reflection of cocisty's evalustion ol
their residents, a3 the terrece houses of tbe lest century that they repleced
«. The crucial determinante of the bullt eaviransent are the values that
will deterpine the future urban form. [£f the discussion af such values fails
to oceur, the fulure of the future 1z cut af our handa. As Harshall XeLohan
once pur ir (35):

“There ia absolulely oo inevitablity as long as
there 1 & willingness to cadtemplale sbat La
Rappening”.
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know eoough Pranch to more thao puzzle oul 3 very little....can‘t judge.

Yhe loveried tar Trumper 2 111 10.75): Richard McMehon, 23T Soulh Lane, New
¥alden, Surrey ETJ SAR. frreg 10p Youmg entbuaiasisic fan who's fighiing
#1tb his duplicator - ee might see yho's wigolog #ith no. 3. Peraoaaltioe

with reviews and articles. Room for faprovassnt dut well worih encouraglog.

3¢
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Scotiishe 70 (13.30.75): Elkel Lindsay, & Langley Avemve, Sorbitco, Surray
T6 QL Telce yearly. 25p Article (Dob Sh bovk reviewa, lelters,
fanciou reviews and Erhsl’n lala]table “nattersoga Despite calling VECTOR
"YAGARY", one af the best Iaszine review columpa around.

EG 52 (?}: Tarry Jeeues, 230 Bannerdals Anad, Skefticld SL) OFE. Qely. 3
tor SOp, 7 for £1.00. AImos\ & persosalzing, but writtcs ax a geozinc.
Depeodoble Lo probubly (he word woft uped pbnut ERG, . .im tha middtn ni the
series oo production of faszlees tbat {it°s propiard) w=il) be Iseaued 25 »
arparate publicatton when finiahed. Would be worth gettlop for Lbhia elone,

--- Kaith Freenen

i¢lz thiz the kind of funrime reviev caluan which resders want? This ls
1ha quPR110s shick Keilh adkzd me to pass tn rasdera. Do you want akzrt
Teviewp =3id baslc ioformation op addresd, price, etc? Or would yau prefer
16 a¢e ome Or \vo fmpzines reviewed io depth, and en even shorker lipting
Ot vtber TItIea? Lel us hhow wl 30rt of ¢olunk YOU »ant to see On thanm
pegey - Ed.))

Jeeves



The Celluloid Dream
Andrew Tidmarsh

TRE CANS THAT ATE PARIS direcied by Pziar Welr. 1974. Austirglia

I would mot have mesn this extcaordioary I1Im bsd | not been encouraged to
do 20 by an enthusimstic revies. And., of course, the point ot u review ls
to supply inforwatiop and 1o slert a potential sudlence to Lhe aganies or
delights of certain tiluwa,

Paris, a5 we generally accept, iz ditusted s France. occupies s bulky
#3116 0b tbe baoks of ihe Biver Scioe. Forgal thssa facts, thess mizdivectionos.
Parsa, of course, ia & #0all community shewhore In the veat ynpty iolervior
ot Auvsiralle. Aod, as far #t | sk tobcered, Autralim ¢ imn = country
a8 would ba Mara, if o0ly we could vimit e

¥s are imtroducsd hesitantly to Paris, 1o the Lllueinated ward of the
#gail hospttml thet marvey the town We view the Light through the eyes of
= man who ham experienced sod syurvived « crash, who leares suddenly thet his
brather it deémd. Demth im = sbock. The survivor, bowsvar, 1s unbarsad,
and the car is ich he was 2 passeog 1= aged, reluciestly, by tbe
Lowns Lababltast

We owve, ther, that the car ard 1t8 s5aocialed atiachoents - angioe,
radio, tyras - are the cantyal slements 1n the lives of the folw of Paris.
lodeed, we begim to onderstand th 1ife hua been wodified to such so éxtant
tbat the car Literally domioates the pooplr for whom i1 wam intended 1o be
» useful gadget.

This film 1 science fiction, a Iiim of startling dopth. Ballard has
coverad 1o deteil 1a &1% work the Derged facets of sexvaiity svd the
wtomobile. Tbis [ilm, however, eschess reference 10 erotlcise, the bodies
of man and =osdp. Insiead. it focwsce poimtedly, poignantly om tbe phaps,
tde struciure, the ferocity of cara - smashed carm, burat cars, telated snd
toroented care.

The sgreivor of 1ha crash, prediclsbly, 1= airsid of caye and casnol
drive himself, im Wim brothar‘e car, svay from Paris. Ne cyouot excapa from
Mip fear. Ha is teappad; hm im oncomigrtabla. Aad be ie toid 4y the town's
weyor that hm 13 $11.

Parls In & tightly Unlt community. 7The town 1tself cap be reached only
by driviog down & marrow, windisg road. ¥ialtors do wol succedntully thrust
1balr say down thia road a
alfck rosd, «a olt-spliotered tree, a burpi-out wreck. Viciias »bo weakly
craw] from thelr durning cars sre dr d. ecreeming, to the town's hospit
whers an entbusiesiic doctor ¢xperiments w1th thair bodies epd their minds.

Why. then. ia the fila's praisgobist sllowed L0 llve? He provides access,
be mllave the audience €O be drwwn gradually (250 tbe aysiericus alecephere
which ebgulfs Paria. But tbis is hacdled 24pslcively aod does ot bucomse
obtrusiva. The cmbera‘s rangs widens, joages which bear little ralstion to
our pracoMcaptians aré thrawn sharply at us. And we yéel, we abaorh tbe
bjiter meadage thst we onraelves could sublly be becoming aa chaended with
machines, #1ih ¢ara. ma the apparently peychotic Parisdiass mre.
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Stated baldly, the thoga of the filo im the iotroduction of «n inmocent into
an elien eoclety. The ionocent and the society could both, so sesily, be
already with us

Unfortonetely, uo explanation 13 ever offared as to wby the people we
watch act so strengely, why tbey tolerate their own extreme bebaviour.
Obyicusly, Perls bss succumbed slowly: hap bean hypnotised and now finds woven
into its basle fabric the car and distorted manifeststiovs of the car. The
patiérsn if familimr: #lov chonge ix ondetactablm, pest patterns of sxistence
are minutely modified, wasily forgotten

The innocent wishes to escspe, but cmonaot. The townspeople try to be
friendly, to befriead, try to drsw the stranger into their pledsant, ohees.
warld. We obsérve tha disparity. the gulf that separates betngs from
aiifevent worlds, And with vhom do we sywpathise? Who 19 the real victi
Apd of what?

The filo progressge Packground deteils are clerified. suggest theoes
Which mre mot overtly discussed: s derapged surgeon, rebellious yowtb,
szntignt care. The denouement shocka: savage, destructive, a kaleldoacople
digpley of amached and snashing card, shredded people. The inoocent is
COrrupted, learpa that a car can be bie salvatian. Sioultaoeoudly the Paria—
imng realioe that they have beco mcting foolighly. and belatedly discard
their vehicles.

The converted innocent auffers. The evolvad corruptors purvive.

Please, coneider your laughter carefully: don’t tltrer at lines which
cannot honeatly be fubny. The fileo ix both waruing avd observation, tbough
enjoyable, it is desadly gerious.

- mie

ROLLERBALL directed by ¥orman Jewigon. 1975, TSA.

This filo offers its audience a glimpsc af the "near future” - a Lioe wherein
wars have been sboliahed and wherein evéryone 1a obsedaed by a brutal end
calharcic game For all thas, | would not contend that ROLLERBALL ix g
yetence fletjon filo.

The introduction ia auperd: subdued pictures, valedictory music; we focus
vpon the arena that id the dominant featurs 1n the supposed society of the
future. Xajeatic yoiceé growl; the comera pade bewide 2 jogging line of
bulktly uoiformed men; overcast tunnels redly apew forth gladiatora. The
invalvemeot of the crowd ia vocal snd Joud. The calb announcer’s voice
«xplains that the gawe 15 adour to begin. A sudden éxplosion thrusts 2 wilver
sphers onto the Rollerball rink: the whirr of rollerskates, the metsllic
roatle of active engines, the rhythwic chanting of the crowd. “'Houston,
Houslan, Houston.™ Waves of anergy surge around snd around, an¢ fioally swoop
Lloward the bémvy bull. There 16 a pick-up, a moment af silence, a rosr, shd
the trophy held eloft. roundly embedded iva rigid fisi of blech leather
end steal. "Jonathan E' Jonathab E!*' Housten's captain receives, reflects,
drives forward and....SCORLS: Houston predictadly #in.

The examipations of tha game mrm the film's post vite) sections. Oreat
affection for the sapact of fist aod jaw, or tae and head, avershmdow the
absance of axplenations: bow wany players form a tean? (0K, teo); what is
the purpose of the game? =hat actiont tobstitute fouls? why was the game
created? Luek af detasl and lack of background are vhis filp's most irritating
wnd, 10 my mind, dansging faults. The gane 38 never contrasted with (be
ordinary 11fe of ¢ denizen of the future. Ullimately, the film ¢mn anly be
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Judged by wnat it shows or tells Lts mudience; aod, as the information La poor,
the demonstrations weph, the overall lmpression ia of mtt inmdequete film.
Presusably there ara ressons {or the disregard Of aulhemticity; woxt obviously,
the tilp is po more tham » fantasy. sn explpitstive ¢xploretion of the way
that » gema cen b used to destroy people. Thia opicios is top barsh, baowawer.

A pysteriova "Corporate War" has upeet (me atyucture of the worid in
vhich we presently live Asalgasstions bave spawvaed sixz glants: ENERGY, FOOD,
TRANSPORT, CONMURICATIONS, MOUSING, LUXUNY - which claarly comtrol the messy
sphere of humen sndeavour: alaosi, breath le sonitored; alwosi, delles sre
provoked; ectuelly. relecionships are modilied or rendered obaolata. Most
lmportently, the Corporstione aponsor Mollerbsl) (though the fils hiots that
the geme predated the Corporstions). Sponsorship enables the Corporations
to esnipulaty without » ch out snd touch, and forces upon
averyone the kmowledge of the right af eavcutives {thope »ho “aenages™ ax
opposed to those who ) to tell the world what to d6o. 1t e worker
disobeys @ directive be will ve denied access to Rollerball, end =il)
aetaphorically ceese to exist. And, of course, the altractloos of the gase
are imeepse Yl ihe players only play 80 that they may be seen 10 die

Jonathso £ iy a 3uccess:  For ten years tus efiorts bave hald Noustom
In 3 poaition of superordinance He bes becomn e bero. and, unfortunsiaely,
8 persooality whe trenscends the bounds of the geme. This is an kdiscrelion.
Jonathan 15 advieed Lo retire. Amazirgly {or, to view the pilustlos anoik
#ay. predic(ably) be realiazs thet be would be no-one 11 he 1ost comtact
¥Ith the gzame. And ROULERBALL becomes no more tham a cliche: an examipation
ot the conflict detwsen wOFHer and pansgement, between individuel ard corp-
oration. Thaugh ecience Jici300 has dealtl with such (heoed, I bDelieve that
1bey are no longer Lalerenting snd ought 10 be dincarded S ausl not ste
or surreptitiovaly atrangle 1taelf by alloviog all aanner of cliches 10 be
passed off, Indesd Claunted. o5 the pure quilt. Motwithatanding Lts estavagant
backdrops. ROLLERBALL is as devold ef conlent 2s a pink bud of candy floss
It could be erguad that the tile 15 stunningly photogreaphed. powerful exciting;
% one hundred end five ainute glimpse of the future (yewn!). | decline to
airagy these polmis, | believe they are triviel

ate

James Caan, aa Jonaiban E. presents his sparticulate character competentls -
#5 indeed do the other uctors femiured in the f1lm. Cawn, however, ia
osver allosed to develop a aulii-dinensional personalitly, sad hia chaseo
manoerlass (indications of femz and adkiely, a0dger and aBuseaenl) bacome
barsing aller repe1i19an and ibersby pacherie. [t is, of course, fmiile to
.ention sboTtcosinga of (hIa oature shen the fila iawhich (hey oceur is mot
concarned with auch pacttera. HOLLEWNBALL (ocusea totally on Rollerball; the
only dranatle tension ta crestsd by the fewlureleas gaps betveen gamma: oo
thuracters ars rénl, or are lwportant, or transcesd the flerce jmages of
ths game. The game predomingtes, the gaue 13 the f1lm.

The plol tololda durlng ibede long imlervals vhich aeparate the povertul
and absordbing &ctlon aequences. Jonmibmo E confronts the atodgy Mr.
Bar(Boloaew, chlef executlve of ENERGY: thelr conversation is unmemorable,
Tepetiticus, iotrigoisgly vecucus lcourtesy, présumably, of William Ngrrisau,
upon whose brief wtory "Nollerbell Murders™ the tilm is b d). Jonatkan E
contronts Mr, Bartholomes (im the @1det of & moronic and sparklisg party tor
DOronic and eparkiing sxecutived): Yhalr conversation etumbles acraes a mumber
of tlluminsting cliches Jcnathan E (e glven 3 new feoade coapanian (who
prouptly, forgetfully, disappears). Jaosthan E descends Into & psatiche,
locapsbly sccompanied (avd how degradiag') by Ralph Richsrdaon {as 4D sgeing,
abatracted “sclentiat™) and m bubbling bowl of water (aa Ihe imacoacly pawerful
conpurer, ZERO). Jonathan £ farbids Lhe destruction of his protece (who,
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un(ortuantely, has been stooped 1nto cabbage-llie submiseion); & few tears.
Jonathap € i5 visited by his wife, Ellen: their conversation ia long and
truitlese, Ellgn departs. Finully (thankfully!) Jonathao E confronta Nr.
Barthologew, and grapbically breaks & feilow-plager™s neck acrosa the exec-
vtive's lap And 50. Jonathan E, by parsavering obd by refuding to cbange
{opipion, expression, allegiance) from the start to tbe end of the filo,
emerges triuaphant. The music, copposed dy Andre Previn, crescendoss.

The fact that Jonethan E survives the final destructive ordeel poiots up
no sorsl. The survival of the film's ster 33, esdly, unsurprisiog. ROLLERPALL
w1]1 be remembered for the brilliant stiunt-work 1t displays; end though 1t
16 2 wea¥ and hackneyed filw it bas been glossed in such s way 83 Y0 snEUre
it4 ¢commercial success.

Anl

=== Andrew Tidmarsh

EDITORIAL EWTRAS

This woy be hard for thoss of yov ¥ho have never bewo imvolved with tha
production of & megezine to credit, tnt thlp “extra" 13 ectuailly being
written bafore the editoria! fisell. This 53 beina written to till a page.
#0 that @¢ can g7i @woet of ¥70 off 1o the priotera, lesving the editorisd
pages until later (n the day. Which is incidentally, a beautiful subay
Autvan day here in Berkabirs (Monday, Octobmr 27tn). The colours of the
teesa are 20 beautiful, that, combingd sith wy lack of the company of Certain
Peraons of the Female fuclination 1o Lhe lent wgek whilat V70 has deen in
production, f1ll e with all kinds of ctrange desires, HMeindy. 1o get ouc
v11b ay Praktice full of Ektachrome and pholograph sovdone sutumnal in the
widst of aun-lit yelloving Jeaver, ere. Yes, that will bde very good thevapy
after the strains of continuous YECTOR work. 1'd Jike to say that 1°11 be
taking = bresk from VECTOR for @ while. but by the time it's out to jou,

the reeders. It will be Hovecon, and ime to solfcit srticlea, etc, tor V71,
I hope to bw catching up with ay reeding, b0 @6 t0 d0 Fome decent reviews
oysell in ¥71.. aod than there will be a cover by Dave Griffiths (please®) ...
snd une prolific ¥r Tidaarab will be sriliog ot Disaster Storiesa/Pilas...
and Chris Morgan will be oaking = come-buck..all qut ib time for Chrisumas.
now doesn't that wpke you glad to be a mendar of the BAFA?
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NIME RUMDRED GRANDMUTHEES by R.4. Latferty iDobmon; 1975; 3.50; D18 pp:
ISEN D 23¢ 77266 T)

Rewlemod by James Corley

) picked up HINE BUNDRED GRANDMOTIERS belleving I\ to he o pramaturs bilogrophy
o1 ome ot Elisabett Taylor's offmpriog. 1§ turns oul the title comceals a
colleciion of short stories trom R.A. Tailerly Now Latferty has
writer, & slyllst more appracialsd by bic perra thao by \hc
Bis storles ve Apprared in aust Of the anjar mnthologies and
. #nd frow the Lipd vi Ihe anchalogints and edikora graise hao
fevar{hly ae rain on & Baak Boligay  Ivevitably,
If you have read anytbimg In Ihe past FiTkemn years, GALi2Y, LF, DAMCEROUS
VISIONS, FANTAST AND SCIFEWCE F1CT1oM, ORBIT, them you will have resd more
than one 0T tbe stgries imcluded Were beforc, aimcr of tbr twemiy-oow
placan, ranging from “Through athar Eyes™, 1860 to the 1989 tsle "0ns er « Tlme'
only "Prog om the Mountain” is origioel to this buok

1 shall yaturs to 1his "Frog” later bui lirsl cose advire Lo lhooe of
¥ou mha are alrnady acquainted with Mc. (afferly ssd Lo whom the pratse of
thc anthologlata has alwaps becn a syslery | uded to (IN0 1t & puzzia mymele,
irom time Lo Uime | would cuoe sCrosé 6turies by thia man And khey scemed
d14ght and losubstontial  Tha how 1t 1a with anc Latferiy atory; sith two
slories acesihing baging to hum; & boakful of them ard the crilicsl poinl is
pasard you diacaver mddiction has @ot 1o somcwhere mrousd tbe UBLrd or
fnurxh story. Thia thea im thc momsage - eveo 1€ you bove read jume of Lhese
stories befare and didn "t wee much in thew, got Lhé booh ehd remd thep all
together. You will diecowrr momething veluable

Mr Lafferiy'e adwirers have dcscribed biw ma uolgue. 11's » valid
claim 10 make. Hc baa » folisy “down-home™ atyle, Americ
o phroac; it hides a measure of sophiailicstion, wo elegence of construction
ood & great dcal of talent. In ahort he (s not io the grest traditice of of
writera. And yet there arm comparisons ibet can bé bmde aumetines 16 his
storiem there 1s « poatry at imsgery sad m cooters =ith ¢hildboad =hich 1
remiolucent of Gradbury. “Hame of Lhe Soske” €oRIsing & thems 1har csn ba
reloted to Bliob e religiows mide. And "“Prog 06 tha Mounts reakn af
Hamiogeey (tbia len'C {t, what 1 really =ant to sey sbauc "Fyeg™ crmen laler)

S0 thera ave comparisosa Lhal viadicate Door's luw, but yau bevs o wdwit
that whom you compara Lavfarty you have to compsre Bim with aowe ol Ibe best
Like moat gaod writcra he la coscerned more wilb bim charactars than with
hia plots, end it'm in hie ¢ ibal Lafteriy‘s idiceyocresien aod
strengiha show. They are gu people, ordiosry people bul wiways with
womeihiog totally sstraordin thee Re hae » feeling for Lhe
uoiquenens of lodividusis, contlict or coopersllan Lbe chersciers
wai io Lhelr iodividum) wotivations, hdy mukt coDYerdslioo but oever
contacl. This ia tbe siraogeoess Lo b found Ln Lafferiy 4tories, gt (he
rapgeneds 0f sltuetiom® or ovmnta, thoush Lkey play thelr part. bur tha
abpoluie. indvitable atramgences of other poeple. Latferiy does not belleve
in Dosne’sa [am = to b wen afe Islanda.  Ln “Through other £yza” A char-
acter lavenig « marhine (hat a110Ws Rin to gee the worla othera sca 1c.
de Timdn that each pair af ayea he prers through perced I 16 a Latelly
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different wey. In "The bols oa the Carser” apcther wobderful ipventiop opens
vp the way for apalogues frow othey dimeowiocon; switched from one level ta
saother they wander imto ihe homes of their other-dimenslons) connierparia and
are accegled as one ol the tamily even tbough they might be bright greem wiih
tentacles; they s¢em the same, their zpovaes ooly gae whet 12 already inm
their beads.

I weoisoned his concern wilh childbood, 1f comcern is tbe epproprimts wurd
#ioce part of “The Primary Education ot Lhe Camlroi™ snvolves the banging of
1% of the 3cboolkides ws sp exesple to the athars. 11 hus baeb paimted out
before thet this procedure concentratss the wind wonderfully, btut who batars
Latierty has seen the educarionnl potential? Mis ettitude to children 1e
asblvalent: he auspects Lhat they mce SRarter than grown-ups but ha dietrusts
then. His youbger cheructers wl) seco to have been boro with an Iosatimctive
and fully tledged comprebeasion. They cao, im "§even Day Terrar", Loveol
disappusrers out of old bear cans and they turm up sgeis, smart s ever, io
“Narrow Yalley".

1a capt t biz adults have forgottyn thalp {w4ight (Reo 1he world. They're
4til) capeble of ipveating wonderfu) mechipes, machines g grest desl wore
compliceted thea tbe junk coastruciions of the kids, byt they oever work in
quite the way expected. The mackine thatl chag the past ip “Tbus ¥e Frustrate
Cherleaagne” changes it so succeastully that It alters tbe evpectations of
the imventora, sho never potice 1he chamge. fa "Bog-Belly Nomey" tbe ibventare
glve thesr garbage dlaposal the mhillty Co sake ethical dacisions and let Lt
declae £or 1tsa)t what cught ro ba digposed at. Ita defintion of garbage goes
eo fmr. And for & 4isTurbing esplanation of «hy the kids are emerter that
the Rrawb-ups torb to "Gindy Wrapped Ln the Sun™. Gipny's a baeutiful <bild,
«xcept wvben you look et her 1n o certaino way.

But Laiferty's charscters yyry yarely lood ar things objaciively; in

ibis umiverse balie(s 37¢ not chenged by reality. vather reslity is changed

by baljef ta "Marroy Valley~ Clarencs Big-Baddle decides to keep ths tax
coliactors out of bis valley; he can't r ber the correct and suctent Rud
Indian spell, 30 he makesa up aowe gibberish and ebouts it loudly and confidently
hopiog to toal the gada 1nre thioking Lt thbe righi forwuia 1t works, Just

like the bemr ceny actuslly make Lhings disappedr when pou 100k through tbea
and blink. for Latferty i» mo science fictlan writer, he writes faotmsy, bls
univeras contains mo logic or sciencs, it works by magic. by the shim aod

iat of Lhe hear that might be Gad in “"Snuffles”. A magic furthermore that
¢manates from the spirit rather than the grimoiras  When he mskea b
oistake of giviog e sound retionals for his scenarios, as be doea in “Land
of the Qreat Horses™, @ tale of a country tbat's paly & aifage, it poly
aerves to destroy the moody asbiance created 1n tby butld-op,

Why, certaialy Lafferty wekes aiztakes - who daedn‘t? Bia forte ia
cherscter, and somatiees his plots get out of cowtyal. He ia capsble of
writing himselr Latc a corner from shich there is no esceps. Yhen the hero
of “The Sixz Fiogera of Time', miter discovering how to speed vp his Lite
aixiyfold, apnounces that he j» ebowt o reveal the secret of the voiverse,
heen mtudents of Lafiersy wil) guoas tbat 5 sudden and votimely death is
pat far away. But "Sin Plagers”, the earliest of the storles incloded
here, 3@ sbpormal, for Lafferiy does mot usually subacribe 10 heroes and
willaina, ocaly to difierences of umture and difierences of oplaloo Tben, a®
in Biish's A CASE OF CONSCIENCE ¢ priest attempts to find ai6 an an allen
world, the only fmult he tinds ip Lafferty's “Nane of Lhé Spake™ ia m cooking~
pot canpibalism, snd thet inmpired sore by « sense of humoor thaen by any
perucnal llke or dislike of essalonaries. And socetimes hia charm allows hia
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to stay 1y 10 the ape-p corpec. The "Rine Buodyed Grandwotbara”
of the titls atory know how time began bur £ied 1t al) rao mach of = jole!
they‘re lauyghiog too muck to reveal ir. Flush Gordan woold méver bave got

wway with that 60 = Saturday worning.

ARd 40 we come to “Frog™, chromologicelly Iaet and by all «caps leest of
tbe etorien im tbs volume [t i» an emvletion of Nesiogwey, updoubtedly the
moet uclovaeble of tweptictb cemtury writers - priocipally because ke used
hie talest to swpitizs ble sadlatic ilth about the vacdaiizatico of lite
with pboney diguity and sanctimopicus machiemo. | heve always belisvad thet
the Ynite Homse amd the Pestagom veaed Hepinguey oy » training mgnual. I2 the
mode) sare oot bad soough, Lt appesra that iw this coe jogtancs Laffercy's
art fail wia caspletely. It 14 a we af a stary ia wbick = bonter, Iuvdi-
crously burdeped viib & spilked suit of srécur clisbs, like = rollerball
Player ab ap cutward-bound Caurse, Up & maDOtaib do geologically laprobable
That 1t ougbht to esther be allegorical or demclished. Be¢ alqughters varicus
1nD0cUOU apimals ob i1ha way up, partly foy the bell of 11 and partly to
allow Mr. Lalferty to al1ip ip soae irrelevani atuff abowt Promelheus. BEe
loses ap ser and ¢ cose i the covrse oi these encouotsre but tbe asputatioss
o Dot disturd bim wuch, presusably becavse be bas lost bl Mrbles long
before. Weaoshile, hi» oldest buddy, previously Milled on the SABE smcant,
sppaars lika Banquo's gtoac to warn hia sbowl the Tlaal and toially predictable
adver, ¥e are laft ith a DAUSEOUD iBpression that the etory 18 meant to
be piguificant. 1t aigoitses 10 me the avful fallibility of an othervise
good writer,

Ss havs ApeRt too lodg with tha sbomitable "Prog"”, boi it demanded »tien-
tlac 1ike & dlack gap 1o a8 othervide gieamiog cow of teeth. So ler's turo
quickly to some Of tbe otber akories. There are 1¥o eboul \be Camirol, a rece
Of super-husan free-enterprinse dellevers who get thinge done In a way that
ooema totally 1l1ogical 10 the visiting delegations £rom Earth =ho ¢o to
study their "Prisary tducatlon" and idesr "Polity aod Custoa™. There are
Lovanions of Earth, though ot tbe typleal kind, in "ALl (he People”, 1o
“In our Block” eané 10 “"Cuesting Tima". Thers ia a diftarent a0d sore
esteasive vislt to 1be speeded up world of "The Sia Fingers ot Tiwe" inm the
peredoxically titled "Slow Tuseday Wight”. The book in short 1s a berrel
ot epplem with only one bed ome Lo it. A better average thsa nest could
<laim.

Vou may fipd yo disagree wilh Laffercy's highly personsl and sromical
philosophy, but you will be eptertafaed by Ita 7ed-2ecked poess, PP the
Dickeasiwn pames of bis characters, by bis Loepired use of laogumse |
suepect NINE BUNDAED QRANCMOTELRE would eeceps even the creatlve book-buruing
of the eighth year of Camiroi education.

TER BOST MAN by iudrew Hamiltop (Dobsco; 1979 €2.78)
Reviewed by Perer Hyde

Oue atrand 1o af writipg is the exploretion of the 1mplications of techaolog-
ical change, wpd Apdrev Hamilton's THE BOST MAN is a story ju tbis tradition.
Organ trabsplabte we &oow about, but ehat If brainm trabaplants were posaible.. .7

Clearly, tbe fumdamental 1epuve is: who the eurvivor? Ia Mamilion’s
Boval & oOMmIdeion of foquiry establighes the doctrios that tbe braio survives
and that the boat body shoold teke on the identity awd name of the breim it
Thca - Thia ip the prologue: the romeinder of the book eaploree the extent
to wbich thie is actoally tbe case whep the firat brein traneplent happeps.
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The braio of Joey Murphy. a not-particularly-bright Irish labourer whose body
dles (one of the loplleations of bratn transplanta Lo pentencas like thia)

in g building #ite mccident and whase brain 1s transplacted Lata the body of
Sir Anthony Clare, Bt,. who died 1n m motor mocidest. (There 14 & alight
probles here 1n that Sir Apthony suffered fatsl bruio damsge when he “buried
his head ip the Bentley's radistor grill” and yet his fewtures aren't macgled
beyond recogoltion.)

Joey's reasponge to his nes gituetion and thet of his viie Emmg (pltinate
rejection of the niddle-sged body Joey now occupies) and Lady Clare (who
attempts to turn Joey into her dead husband) are explored with sonpe sensitivity.
A11 of then are decmad to need piychiatric help to asd thep Lb coping to terms
th the situation, end this is provided in the permon af Rugh (he 13 never
f1¥en @ eurpene). a peychiatrist attached to the University mmdical schood
where the opersiion was performed.

At Hugb's imatigation, Joey apd Emns go to the fubere) of Sir Anthoay Clare
(Joey, of couras, im in = *fome predsnt at hla own funeral} and tbem stay in
the family waoor io Keot, Graduvally, Josy fiods that he has sona of Sir
Anthony's tastes apd kmows thinge that SIT Apthony would by koows without
thinkiog about them. Gradually in fact, Sir Aothony's identity is taking
him over.

This 1t becomep apparent s just what the medical team wentad to find out:
18 the braln the natural survivoar - =ould it survive the scid test of being
placed in the body's nelura) eovironment? Apparently not - although thbe
"explanatipo” ip couchad in oumbo-jumbo teérms about infortmtlon stored in tde
body"s progranme.

The resurgence of Sir Antbany's Identity culamipates In & viait to his old
baunts in Londen; including thg bed of bis mimtre This, howewer, 12 tao
wuch and prod: @ schizophrenic br wand ® bng recupergtive stay in
bospitel. Then, «gein et Kugh's instigation, back to Kent to the by oow
tdentifieble tregic conclusion. Science has prefited, but et poor old Joey's
expense .

That 38 the ovtline ot the story, although Joey's relationship with bis
norse, Maureen (sho 1e in fact much more then just a murse). end Sareh
CIare {Sir Aanthony's daughter) are alesc important. So too 1s Emma’s affalr
=ith Timothy Clare (the eldeat som - a rather overdrawn character, an excell-
&nt horseman byt othorwigs a laading candidate for Opper Cluss Twit of the
Year) Altogether, this 15 an excellent noval, spparsotly the author s firat
in the af field. An onjoyable and thought-provoking tsle which deserves to
be widely remd.

THE OTHER GLASS TEAT by Herlan Ellison (Pyrsnid; 1973: $1.20; 400 pp)
Reviewed by Andrew Tidmarsh
Tremsendous!

Ellison's book @ade we realipe that I oo oot lesding & uteful life. Ellsaon
openly disdalns tbivgs with which | oerely pentelly dlsagrea; snd T am
deprassed. Yer. to rmaljee what cam be done, what can be seid - what freedom
and individumlity we hunaps still possess - is to realise that one <sn be
brave, sod act. | heaitate; 1 ovoid mitustions In which T am uncomforvadle;

I placate. Occasionslly, in suall ways, I irritete people. I lay myarlt

open and expresa viewa Lo which I Hnow otbers object. Ellison is much harder;
and such sharper: he shouts, And ! ap inspired: puch viclence, such conmitment,
such undeniable bravery.
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"The Glaes Test” im Ellipon‘s tere far TV: the glass a¢réeo upon which o
sapy of us suck, from which o much f. noyrishmect is dr Ellimon rips
the Amevicen TY pceoe apart. spilliog ite = bhapeo sod rottiog guts mcroms
zvearyoos's lap. Bec jovites comment. Do you sgree with me, he waka? T cau
only say that L do. thaugh L om pot wholly certsin that my voice cen e
beayd, Im § way, this does not matter. Elllecn’s etrength is drawn from
within, aud his visions sre 30 powerful thet they ar
Furtheroore. he relies for tospiration upon hisss!
®) delight - fros withip bia distinctly Ladividuel porsomellty. | e» envious,
| realise. Womever, tbat Ellicon would mot appreciate sycopbantic twitation.

THE OTHER GLASS TEAT i{a = colleciion ot torcetul, nerve-tinglliog esvays,
wrlrten for the LOBE AMCELES FRTE PRESS 10 1970 and 197L. (A previous collec-
1566 — THE GLASS TEAT — has alao beeb published by Pyramid, but copies are,
appareaily, bard to come by in thl¢ coumtry.) E111300 conaidera 1he effects
that TY programmes have ta prople, =od mlso the aifects that people bave oo
TV programses - especizlly the much-maligued Spiro Agnew (remmber that name?)
and wisiler politicel resctiooaries. Initielly, Elliscn Bumex: TV ia
potentially the post powerful educatione) madium aver invemted: it canool be
diemissad aven afier tvanty years of declining stadavda gnd en offansive
desacest to the level of the lowest cOmNO™ dangminatgr. Examingtion of a

Loty of programmes snd bitter persons) eaperiescas sltar Ellimoa‘s toom:
mgybe the G) Teat sboyld be shattyred sad 1tm fragments scpitered to
the four windd. The book generates mgresmant.

British TV is graduelly dying; snd the reasoo is comssrcimlisation. TV
companies wust be profitable, or wo programmss of amy kind cen ba produced.
Mouey derives from *3, aad only visval pablus - wiodless, t. .,
ingffensave, unopinionated wod {padly) headless - i5 comsistently marketable.
TV. comdequuctly, lopes itp capacity for stisulatios, excitsmant, sducation,
and becomss dempized. (Qr. at least, 1t ogght to twcoms dempiged, Byt
audiences oo longer retaln & capecity for eriticism and aye able to spatbet—
1eally abmorb ¢rap which (o bygone duys wonld Mave 161d them that their time
could be bettdr spaot: » bnol perbaps, or the cinema, the thastre, ths cpera.)
Tha BAC's pressot uati iw ddwni RAer Aritasnic l._]u:, .
Government im mt feylt: tlw refusal to reise TY licence faes to sdequate
lavele 13 23 adoission thet televiaion hes becoms as ouch a part of life
29 ¢ bealtbily pumpirg heart aod cannot, therefore, e economically priced
(laybe tbis 15 an of the irr le policy that bas led to the
decey -~ and meemiogly inevitable disilptegration - of the British postal
systen? Sed Stupid. Naybe the BBC will becoms a wbolly-owned governmentl
agency, and eble, therefore, to effectively disseminate binzed political
opiniopa? BL1120D outlines the effects on Aperican TV that political instit-
ut100@ cam cause. The deecriptions ace uppleasant.) 1f apyone cared that
1be EBC w1l]l poon become unable to produce programses of quallty, the ¢ry for
& £20 1lcevce vould bave been hemrd. But ooe does DAE carp. Afrer all, 20
years ot TUY {or 18A) have ahowa, 10 gory detall, exactly whal t1elevision 1s-
boring. tustelesa, stupid, a pandever ta suppoaedly “populur” taste. ind,
of course, th 1s whet TV will wholehémurtedly become. We goL whal we bave
neglected to fefuse.

Zl)1e0p"6 book deals et brutsl leagtd with many mepects of life, whbich
TV briogs to the author's atteotion: politlcal corrupticm, racial mierepres-
woietion, the inculcetion of deptructive reactiomery opluions, the degemerstion
and degrsdetion of democrecy, the weird senuel characteristice of sdvertise-
ments, tbe 1mplacable encouragement of violence. 1 mea fascioates. Ellisom
slows,
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1t this book does not wake you leap out Into the atreet end verbally abuee

the weakness end the hypocriey end the greed and the sgotietical mature ot

tbe “Aperican wsy of life" (and sore relevaotly, the British way of 1ife),
Baybe you're desd, maybe you Must for ever crouch behind y shield of srrespon-
aible avoidance. Ellsson would despise you {or at least, wondar why you

wére not mbla to extricats youreslf froa a <ollspsing and corrupt socisty;

angd thea be sorry for you, ano then bes wogry that pou weren’t oven trying).

The wvorld nesds people of Marlen Elliaon’s callbre and convictlon, end so,
10 @ lagpar extent, does scelence fictlop.{The continued existence of =f,
after sll, Lp l1eas snportant than the continued existsnce of the world; though
aome people mhy wrgué thyt the two are inextricably inmtertwined.) Neither can
durvivé unléms gveryone {and I wean evéryone) fights for en improvewent of
steoderds, & reconsideration of ¥het 15 tolerable and acceptabla, and & red-
ice) pruning of what for sc long has been complacently enjoyed and mis-
guidedly applauded.

Thank you, Herlan Ellisob, for forciog these perceptlons from oy be-
fuddled brain.

THE GODNMALE by T.J. Bass (Eyre Methuen: 1975; 306 pp: €3.70; 16BN 0 413 33720 O)
Reviesad by Janes Corley

A5 an sdolescent 1 had a deep apd burning ambition to be ¢ doctor. The ona
thing which stopped me from follcowing up this ambition, epart from a lack of
the necesaary ability, was a hearty dislike of snjury, blood and tbe ineidea
of the busso body io geénéral. Alwo, 1 don’t understand long worda. Looking
back, the oply aspect of the job thet could bave eppealnd to mm was that it
g0t you 3o close proximity to ourses.

There are no nurse® to speak of in T.J. Basy's THE GODWHALE but right at
the beglnoing the heroe, one {or ehovld | sey one halt) Larry Dever, lopes the
lawer portion of his body In an accldent and ie put ipto suspended snimation
uotil such time ap medicel acience ¢mn fully reatore bhim. He wahes to find
himself regarded e’ frozen food by tbe proteiv buogry citizeonm of the EHive -
the underground refuge where sankind has retrvared after greedily disrupting
the food chain and Lurping the Earth's oceene ptarile.

Larry escapes - no mean feat without feet - aod survives 1n the "'Tesenval
©Of the Hive. 1 have to wdmit that I found hia eurvival surprislog since he
bam aoly » scrap of kigney mnd nat much Intestines lefc. My, Baso, howaver,
obvigusly Wnows more aebout these tbinga thean I da. [’a aldc surprised thac
the architects of dystoplan upderground cities sre still careless ehout the
design of air ducts and such Like. You'd think that they'd know by now that
thess thioge ere liable ro become infested mith a whole bost of salcontents.

Adnyway, Larry pakes ¢ friend down there, a genetic reject celled Harlan
And tbis lesmds m¢ to muse thar the two writers Wr. Baas post reminds oe of are
Lerry Riven, for the emphmérm wnd quality ¢f his hard science, and Rarlan
Ellsaon, Cor eocme of the rather unpleasaot thivgs which happen. But then
there’s 6150 a character called ASNOLD, and he has se besten.

Varlous adveptures befsl) Lerry end Har, Locluding infestation by &
peculiarly nasty speciss of maggor, but eventually they escape to the sterile
oceans, which are not quite pterlle becmume just off-sbore live the semi-
squatic Henthites, who sa18t by stealing from the Hivs. The Benthites are
oaacribed 88 @ sullen race; 1 do not pe¢ how thie adjective can be justitiably
used about & people ¥hose femules sre 50 willing to copulate with apyane who
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can hold his breoth for tuo minules underviter Incidensully, 4nd here | defer
vguin to Mr. Bass's greater dge. the hni needed la 11y
copulote underwsler mre Gomewbul differenr 1rop ¢hose an fashion up here.

Houew. the shole thing (3 dencribey su tewlefully thul | Lurely blushed.

mardontally, since Larry Dever has lust oll hig tosl Ltepurtant body
spbincier T couldn't yndorstend why, once fo the ocezan, he didn U just F111
up with wuvter and sipk. Even 11 this problap {ould be overcooe hr would
murely, due o bis olléred covlre ol grovity, [loat head downwards snd drown.
Remind mc to cxporiment  dn the bath with my Actlvn Nan aod a hackeew betore
| pas> My BRa5'A mAnE om ta lasec Arimov, who holds slrang views sbuul duch
wilacakes.

Ayt vbat hwe thia to do with = Godwhale you msk And wo dlJ [. Rorqual
Waru, the Godwhals, wes 5giant, sentient, acchanical plackton barvester in the
days =hen ibBére wad BLI1l plankiuo tu harvest e a source of food. By a wcll
wrought coincidence plankton ie returned 1o Esrth®s ocedns aad Rorquel ret-
urns to service Rut rven though flarquel‘s alliegonce is crucie) lo Lhe war
Detmeen the Hive and the Henguitas 1L nevAr parma to oncupy R very central
positico {b the plot, (t'6G rewlly Mo wore INpOrtant then AHNQOLD - who has
bocn cloned by the hiee from an Alpha Ren Hucleus DL Lurry Dever. Ko
welrer, THE GODWHAL akes 3 more oya-catching title than ARNOLD ever would.

Despite my maor gbj)octinna about the Incredible Stnking Heru, Mr Bass
scums o be on guod Bpewhing terms =lth the biological and physialogical
aciencen. He alao hos an kncradible facadily wath long words. Hutr juek in
case you have phobles mimilar to mince he throwx in o nueber vl vuntient auchines
\0 kaep you calm, | gres quitsa fond of these wachines, they're 3 lal mure
humon (hon the humsn chursclers, 1f you kngw whet | pean and i{ ynu really
can grt scaticnoc out of only 3.2 wegabyice Ll buy ewpleio why my bank's
CORPUTEr fepms to have A parspnal grudge ageinst me. Coming back to the twok
chere 3o sléo a0 elegant plece of mathematical theolngy worthy af any
pyremidologiat: Y6 ~ € expluins i1 uld.

1 moy hove bewn m Litlis fucélious =ith My Rase's THE GODWHALE. It can
aurvive 4t 1t ran mlao stand the criliciso thel welghing ID at sround
100,000 =orde, 1t°m someshst ton long. though | oual sdeoit Lhat JE banded a
puir of sclesors for 2diting 1'd be hard prossed to know whero to meke the
firat incision. Nr. Bade Bloself wude m credirsble affort hy puhiigning
@ rondenved vergion as o 1971 GALAXY nbort siory ¢olltled “Rorqual Maru™
which took up na more Than 14,000 anrds, though 1t did leave a great muhy
looae enda which Ln tha novel sre hrongh tagether ond tied ntf as nestly
ua a duture.

So regard this reviev 58 unfalr, blesed and prejuds 1t waa Larry
Dever's naaty operstian which sel we of( glggling and carping as a sort of
paychological cacape mechanian.  But 1¢ wos Nr. Basy~s olory-tellisg Lalem
which kept a# reamiag the hovk, all ha necds ¢o dn tn become a great aciepce
fictivg writer 1o to use the scelpel a little lass od the pen A lot marc

THE SCIRNCE FICTION BOOK: AN ILLUSTRATED JNIISTORY by Frunz Roltenslelner
{Thaseo wnd Hudaop, 1875: £2.50; 160 pp; ISHN O SN0 27080 a)
Reviewed by Chrimtnpher Fowler

Tbi3 volume would he Dure accvrately titled “The Sclence Fictiom Picturs ook,
m1oce dost of ths spsce in it 16 Lekeo up by Lllustrations. 1t geema afngul-
Iy unfortunate that in tryiag ta cover the field of pclence fiction - which
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18 essantielly litereture - Nr. Roltensteiner shuuld have chosea to use
pictlures ruiher {han worda, the ypual steck in trods of literaiure. What
text he hps written yeveals iy well-Kouwn and ovarwhelming contrapt tar
Western (1.e. Britivh und Americen) scieacw {tction Mr  Rotiensteiner
¢oocludes Lhul the "greatest conteaporary sf writer” 15 1he Polish Stenladuw
Lew, outhor of SOLARIS. Surprise, surpriar - tor Nr. Rottensteiner is, 3n

1 understand, My. Leo's ogunt in the West, a fact ubich be might just possibiy
have alluwed 1o nffect hisa orftical judgment: & criticsl judgweol which

seuny Lu be awngularly Lacking (n nost of what Nr. Nottenstcioer hoa written
in this bonk. Whilet this might be (orgiyahin 10 gome hack producing a

big, Rlossy puperback for the coffee-tsble, It is vnforgivable 10 & writer
Ilke Mr Rottenrtainer, who claims 1o be a serdous critic, and indeed =its on
the editarral boards of evch leading criticel journals as EXTRAPOLATION and
ENCE FICTION STUDIES .

A fem exuoples choswn sl randod «ill serve (0 Jemonstrute tha ewtent to
which Mr  Rottenstrincr hod allowed his prejudices to clnud hie judgment
On page 116, he seys of Theooore $tuygeon that he has “merely sdupted 306D
opera tu sclencw fictloo, preséntlng schmoltz and tears rather than genuine
Ieelang”. 1a this 2 xound judgnment of the man who gave us MORE THAN HUMAN
and gthnp Cle393ca? And who knows gore wbout luve and kewulne feeling
thun Mr Roltepstwioer will erer knom sbout anythiog excopt how to wentl hix
spleen. A acennd exomple, from page 132, where tha “new wave' is
conargersd  Of the four wrikers who ure oamed ay OGRDeYs of 1ba American
new mwve, Hacnlan Ellizon, Wurman Spinrad, Samuc) R. Delony and Roger
Zelazny, one - Reger Zelazny - 19 not YAgerded by <Crliics as new wAaye, nor
has he aver painteined anything 2xcept the contrary. Nr. Rottansteiner suggests
thut the US wew weve has “often degenerated inlo baraque oyths or bypsrbolized
ullegory”. We ooy leave aride the quoation of why Mr. Rottcnsteiner consilders
barcque myth to be “degenerate™, but constder that the only one of the (ouvr
vriterd nimed tu vhoo the Lerm “berouué myths' vep be upplled i3 Roger
Zeluzny Ellizon moy st Limea be hyperbolic, but he iy seldnm sdlegorical,
whilke Delany 1A sometimes a)legnrical but never hyperbolsc. This kand of
Apecioug generalization s migleading. ap wall a6 dounright unfeir to the
vriters coucerned.

It =ovld be poesihia ro go on at sode Ienpch plcklng delsiled holes

in Nr Rotlensteiver®s book. But s8 uoe of ny reviewers remorked in the
cantext of anotber book,  don't wanl ta inflate 1ts importance by giving

1t more space  In concluston, §f you want & big book {ull of 3llusiraiions
©of (ofven ponr} ewamplea of af srr, and sillle froo films (many of which are
Lest forgotten) then buy Chis Look Dul if ynu really mant a higtory of
science fintion that tells you what It ba all abowt, tben buy Brasm Aldlgs'a
eninantly ragdghle. carafully researched wnd scrupulously fair RILLION YEAR
SPREE. It has oore criti¢a) conient in one page than THE SCIENCE FICTION
HWOK ta 160 - snd at A gquarter rhe prace

CUry OF rHE CHASCH, SFAVANTS OF TIE WANKI, THE DIRDIR, THE PNUME Dy Jack Vance
{Panntis Dobson; €2 75 each, 1873, ISPNa O 234 77181X/77283 2777207 3:77320 0}

Reviowed by Peter lyde

This %3 the {iryt British publicatson of Jeck Vance's Planct af Adventure
quartet - alihough rhe books have heen avoilable 1n & rasher hard-to-obeain
Amrricen paperbeck ¢ditaen for a2 whlile. (The quartél is also being published
in paperbuch onc part at o time hy Mayflewer, who have, however, only pot 8s
1or as THE DIRDIN 1o dste,)
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Thc mtorp starta with the survey sbip Explorer IV =hlch Res been Beal 10 the
distant atar Carios 4269 (o sovestige(e » wyslericusl suske of radic sikoals

Oo arrival im tbe viciglly uf (he slac's ove plusel, Tach furcher actiiving
which way be radar {lwplylog detection) is percelved. The sucvey Bhip preparen
10 Leave the scume «od oend 10 w Iwo wam #cout Bowt to lovestigale. dut juml
atter it im leunched « wisalle from (ke plunet widihilates the ship and
dameg€s Lthe @covt Dost. This bost LB 10FCed €0 <raah land and imesdiately
upuo landihg one of 19 Srew 1p peszed end killed by anchropoid nstivem. The
wroch of (Ne spwce BoOAT 18 Then teHed u=dy Dy @ party Of aliene alter u BN
with abother party of slieos Thus the pceme Aer LOT \he probimm whoxe
solution ctcuples the remaioder of the quartet bom 1 khe suruivor - shosn
o 18 Adam Reitb - to gel buvaw

Thim 1a oo small 1t

for Techai io = very slogular world. 1T bad
becnae embrailed im space wars (wvaletog threr off-world raves: (be Chmech
1hs ¥ankb wod the Dicrdir. Eack of theoe oow hao coclaves oo Techbel aod
tains an sttitude of bostils con-brlligervoce lowarda tbe olhery. Yath of
theae racea hod in the diatant past caplused won who had evolved tovards thélr
mantors to produce Chaschocn, Wookbmco, and Didirwen. Ta furlber cooplicate

, there are 4n fact twa types of Choach: 0)d Chaach end Blue Chasch

the cxiatence af Greren Chaach im alwo referved to) Additonally,

e tao native racea: the aolitary Phung, and the Prume, wba live under-
ground with their smsaciatrd Pnuseksn {2 nice varsation, thix). Finslly,
there are oried grovps at mem acaltered acroas the planel Livisg at

various levels of clvilimotionm.

16-

49 The titlea auggenl, tha [oyr uplusen detail Beilh'a moventures {in
wbich hr im josoco by a momad ssd 3 fugilive Dirdirwan) with tbe wajor reces
at tbr plamct. The progrems ot Relth compamions browgh Lhis blzarre
world is ¢ 1ed 10 Vancr's ususl atyls' cpers snd retbrr lacoole, yet ak Lhe
oame tiwe alrangely barcqus. For Vaoce (A4 Ibare are the umusl Roadies:
detsilé of wordlog, cudtoms, conérpta (wevarml 6! Lhea eaplaloed by foetnatas.
= recent additioo to Miw repertolve). YeU 1 can't help feellog thst this
1 % ho# uvérdoos the =orld $& Just T0o bizarre, the alien racea just
too many {n Duaber, (ke adventures to0 fant and furiowa  Somctiece, toa,
paciicvlarly In SERVANTS OF THE WANKH, thers scams to ba » lack of dircctiom
in 1he writlog.

[o TMHE PHUME tbm pucs olows dawn oomewhst and LRIe praducea 1 Think the
bant volume of tbe four: Poume )ife «od comcspli mre alluwed la ¢8¢rge wore
tully tban 1he other races”. WiLlk tbeir usdrrground psasages mod lavmla of
"mecvels”, the Poumr are wmoog Lhe wool fotéresiisg uf Yemce's wany Cremtions.
be te thia, both the book 0 the mtory we e whole €md InCredibly avddenly -
alwnat os though Vamés tired of the projett - and learés many quedtiood
ussmavered.

A1l In w11, TBLs 13 Quite am enjoyadle Bt ona which wil) glea
wore ploasure to 1hose who are already ¥ance (ann Mot really & gond intro-
ducilon 10 Vance - he can de Buch herter - but lhare reserdn, partirylarly
1o THC DIRDIR wnd TRE PHINE, for ploughing thraugh 1he rathar turgid eritisg
at SENVANTS OF YHE FANKA.
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THE FLYING SORUEALAS hy David Gerrold and La
ISAH 0 552 05907 4)

¥ Niven (Corgl: 1975: 65p; 316 pp:

Revieved by Jumes Corley

Dovid Cerrold is a writer gemerally tuv U® Jound hauntisg Lha mors suant-gards
coroers of sclunce flctian s THL FLYING SORCERERS he underiake and the
verb is chocen adetamdly, a vary post-garde comady. Bia walikely <olliaborstor,
Lavrry Niven, has built 5 afzasbie and desecved repulatien for Relexy

ronging hard scienre  Here, howsuer_ he (3 coatined Lo w placelary surface
tuntion which 5110ws 1itcle rone for extrapolation. 17 would NOU Vake
sl ball to predict disascer for aay mrrgiog of two sucb disperate

nts on o project alivo to both

1 wll) grit my tasth and ptasl wy merves ond stlempl to descrive the bonk
they have jalaotly proguced. 1F Is obout the effarts of = Gpmcenan fros Eartn
ta lnitiate 2 moAern industirinl sek-up in a tribel soclety IIrsly rootad im
the oagical atage Not “re gic. 1t must be poimimd oul, but Beraly the
aart af hacus pocus nalyecy exploited by erafty mitch doctlorw

The bovk strives to be humorovs o ily deacription of the perannality
€lish Lelween Lhe spacewan, oiaolehco by 1hé hutivas for & megrcran, ond the
iresciblu loval wilch doctor; It feily dlamally. At Jaast, [ tbink 11 atrives
¥0 be Buborous, LU carisioly étleople nothing else  Thin lack of anbition
forestelis much criticl For ibatasce the guthnra cannot be Iauliad faor
any 1ack of depib In CAelr inBlpid chera<kers, #1nCe the (dan af giving their
rhareclérs any deplt Bas obvlously neuer envered their hagds.

It 1c cesentially & juvenilc book, and if the spacowap bad HOU Lepregnulen
the narrator's wife under the Influence of Lhé witeh doctor's aphrodlsiec
1 migh! go kD far ax to vecommend it to remdera wder tbe oge of ten. Rur
why sbould | enhance wy reputation as a cbild-hater? or, sioce ¢ omrrator
ix an alien, and the spacenman buman, ay repulaiion »3 ao oppapmot oi bivlogy?

There sre imdicalions Lhat o other hands 1he chosen Lhems could have besn
made ipterexling - tbe dangers of usiog a lechoolony imperfeesly underscood,
o value judgmeot af the primitive oz opposed to sodérn sociely, Ihe ecanomic
dricrwinntion of tbe otalus of womwen, thu mocia) cuuses of vriwe. 1In the
banda of Gerrald and Kiven these theoes are glosacd over io 1iLCle @oré 1hao
o parsgraph  They bave decided to concern throselvra with Luildtog » balloon
R0 thar the spacomsn An get o(f the tsland where hr s stranded mnd bsch
to his spaceship.

Building 2 balloom b na prior bock-up téchnology is appsrently an
arduous task_ Cerrnld and Wiven auccced in moking it excrucietingly tedious.
though It way hold somwe interest for those of you with o wanis for building
bleycle-powared oarabips from scralch omd with mo idea aof buw o g0 sbhour 1t

If anyonc 33 now wandaring whather balbon building 1 a fitting subject
for o science fiction book lel me reasAure them ihat the acience figtion
1a ouly = tbin vel) over & aort of unadveolurous advencture story. It 1a
Sanders af the River Lo opace. IU hos already becn pointed out (VFOTOR 68)
thal Wr. Gerrold bas #ald thal he "“reacts negatively to advantura masquer-
ading a3 scledce fictian". He (s to be mdmirad far the styepkth of will
ewhibited io Overcoming bim nagative reaction 9o consiatestly. For Mr. Kives
ihere oppesrd 10 br no excuse 16r perpetratiog 1bis crime of a book. A8
1be firat movel of » lhird-vats author 1€ BIRAL be forgiveble, hut ¥r Niven
has abows ke Cub do betier that this 4f be Lrtem.
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At whome door the Bajor dlsae I[or THE PLYING SORCERERS 3hould be Llatd is
uncertmis. The style of ¥riting belongs Yo nelt of them. imdeed it would
be difeieulk to £ind angons who would ey cleins to this style.or lack of 1t.
Characiess goap, Flinch, snep, sesp back. scowl, muttar, screap, howl, snarl,
tbey can 1m fact twist their vocm) chords to anyibing sxcept intelligent
CORVErsatson,

At an eaply stagé the suthors zesm ta have realised thal something ex
wam nseded ta 111t 1bis trivial affale oft rock Boitom; they have therefore
intraduced & rusolng 16-Joke whereby the numea of tbe matlve gods are
vecognisably based 00 the names of science fiction autbors Thus me have
Ouells and Virw, Eloin the seall but terrible, Floellne, Fol and se on.
Tdis. aa you #ill bave gueased, is Dot e BuCh 3 pun a3 Punishuent, and
Just hov “10™ tha i1b-Joke Is cam be seen Trom the otbar goda called Mysk-
Wait, Filfomar and Roto'bar, who | preswme ere st suthors otherwome the
1oke Iv as hell-cut as thbe reat of the book, butl who, to mm, are unrécog-
nivab Y00 msy, 1n yoor grester wiydom, ba able to dedure who Sp'oee la,
byt « Sp'nue Lu the gad Of m)ima hiz Trusé iceRrity i@ poasibly better
lgtt yareveslad.

On retlection, this in-3joke msy be the seving grace of the book.
work out the pDases does provide eome meamura of intellectosl amusement.
I1t°s rat 1INy o zroPsmord puzzls = iL's the challenge o malving the cluea
thet keaps yon going evem though the finidbed praduct is Besningless.

But L0 case we are gettliog too eathusisstic about this dire book lat
us return \o Ita husorous <ontent. This 19 oo the leval of a cartoon re
characters comically waik off rhe edge of clifts with ipponity, Most of the
cioe It falis ma flat 30 Sonale Duck aftar tho stesvroller has passed over
s the baetl joke Occurs es the npryrator's mons, Drbur and Welvilla, mrs
clamboring avar tbe frgme of tbe ballooo gamdals. The balloos, iocidentally,
im culled the Cathawk, witty tdo‘t 117 The SACYALOF waArns:

“*Just be careful - doo"t rall oft."

"We

re going ta tie mafety ropea around Our 0ecks. '
"Try your waists,' I sogeested. 'It°)] be sven mafer.'"
That was the warst advice I've éver read.

THE RAY BRADBURY COMPANION- 4 Life and Career History, Photolog. end Comp
beslve Cbheckliist of Writioge, »ith Fecaimiles from Bay Bradbury’s LDopublished
and Upcollected Work 1n al) Megte: by Williom F, Nolen; xiv + 339 pp: intro-
duction by Rey Bredbury: A Bruccoli Clark Book: poblished by Gale Rosemrch
€Ca., Detrolt; 1575; $28.50; 158N 4 #10) 0930 O

Reviswed by Briam Critfieo

Tha sppearance of this big, fat, well- prMncM 139-page bibliography—cua—
potred-! b\o'r phy gruphical-casay (Bradbury

wrices » ‘Md lotroduction) 14 wn appropriste occaelor for askiog ourselves

what we mean By the =orda "Ray Bradbury”. Ob p. 42, for exsnple. there io a

tacaimile of & letter writlen on a m,-—dul Lypevriter sben Bradbury was

12 38 1632 to = cobsin 1o Wabkegan:
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DFEAR COLSON
1 HUPE YQU FEEL WELL
HOW 1S THIS FORF TYPEWRITING PTEH?T
OH HOY T GOT TS TYPEWRIGHTER TSR ANAS
|

WAS LN THE BIG UPFEMRETTA AT

OUR SCHODL., AMPHITHEATAE 1 WAS THE MAIN
CILARACTER 1N IT MY NAME WAS HaHS
CHARACTERS
KAT ELENOR HUHE {31<}
HANS  RAY DRADBURY
FATHER ALLEN GREEN
MOTHER EVELY® DEDELL

On p, 43 13 the officiol progremme for the "uppercetta™, snd further doun an
the capt liat 15 onc John (luff see ODANDELIOW WINE.) Wait a oloute, we ghink:
“Huny - Roy Bradnpry?" It'a rather 46 11 0 character from ancieal wythology
hod candcacended to wppear amoog oll Lhos2 OLher worthy people.  Yect the
suthor of the leller (0 blp "consen”, the smoe Ray Bredbury, 18 quita obviously
2 rup-of-the-mil) achoolvoy. Hom to conncct the teo? Iy There & copneciion”
When | wss 14 | got hold af Lhe Corg) #d1t1on of GOLOEN APPLES, ond wuy
vonvinced that the wild-haircd. wild-eyed old gencigman on ¢he cover was
Bradbury, n yiee 0f the conteata fo the buuh, This sessned 3 rRasonablc
WssunpEion Mow, th@nks ta Wi an Nolon, | van dispel this illugron conploerly:
the excellent 15 puges ol Phorogesphs in the COMPANION revual Brudbucy to

Le 3 yegular middle-cleus ull-Awericas gy, And a good doal of ihe J0-puge
“Lifc and Carcer Jlletary" iu tahen up with guch details aa: "1934: Recalls
rollsv-akating, each aftovnonn, Lo gotca of Purusount Studiod 1o gt aAutngrapha
of (lle Etara. Has pictura taken there ot the gale with Murlene Diekrich

Adus Flash Gourdon comic advan Aq tn hia acraphaoks’ Foscioaling, but
definilely nol wilo-eyed or wild-hulbred Anid the oqually absorbing facsielles
of unpublished and uncollected worh, together with tha arly yeraionx of
tamnua work, wake it vlear (bal this regular arddle-class all American guy

hgd to wark hard to remch the heody altitudea of SILVER LOCUSTS/MABTIAN
CHRONICLES. Though its atraoge tendrils creep round theme earlier variations.
Bragbury d1dn‘t breoothe that atocaphere oalurelly: he bod to do o ot af
cliohing. All thia, theo, 13 in favnur of C.5. Lewis' wiem thot the poel

and his paetry are tun very ditfercot thinge, never to br enniuscd

Yhe only pniat of contuocl peros to he Bradbmry's carly childhood. He
claima, in the Intraductory csamay, tn posscsa alagst fotal vecall, T
remeaber €ucHlipg, crrcunmciaion, and mightpares-abuul -being-borh exper-
jeoced Jn wy c¢rib a the First weeks of ny lufe.” Now Chere s someLhlog
wild-prynd for you! He algo claims thel this stond him in good stead wheu he
%36 writing “The Smal) Asausaie”. Fair enough; hyut it s pure shorthand (o
talk, as Drodbury does, of that atory sa heing “about oyself”. “'Thy Smull
asaspin’ 35 About ancther species of infant wltngether  Then, under 1828,

we get BIL) Nolun’s entry “'Roy (s beddmd with whpoping cough and misses three
months uf achen). His oother rrads warka of Poe to hip by candlelight”

Shedee of “¥Yayer Uream” nnd "The Emigsary™! Dut agsin, though the encry

resds rather velrdly, Ray presumobly en)oyed the sxpevicnce, which 18 oure

then ¢l be 2514 for tha two 314k baym in the Rrories DANDELTOP WINE 1
ovbyrously sesi-outobiographical {on p 315 of Lhe CONPANION there i a wup,
Acewn Oy Ray Bradbury, of his hane-iown pelghbuurhnad . complete =ith Auvvine) .

sa chat Duug's 3)ineys con ba said b bepartly Ray's. Byt when we come to

the aoribund Mipkin in THE HALLOWE 'EN TAEE, Art hos uoce more arfected s

1ote) melovarpbussa. and yowng ¥ay disoppesre from view. I stress This becsuse,
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endlessly fascinatiog though 31 13, L would hate to think of \he RAY BRADEURY
CONPARIOK foatering what Lewis culled “the Personal fAeresy”. The naee Ray
Bradbury 1s, for @ost of us. the neem not of m mam buil of & ilale at being,
and the post tbal blographical dete can do 15 meks ux feel gratitude Lovards
the man who bappene to bear lhis neae, and »ho cse oflen reize up this state
of belng. They voed to call this the Poot'e Nuse: tt's u pity the Lerm 14
now 86 unfaanioaskle.

Indeed, what strikes one wost sbout the potled biography ia Lta wild
heterogensity: J°d hate 10 be Bradbury‘s aifficisl biograpber, eadleasly
trytog 10 coanact Life s11h Sorks’ How about Wiy for rxemple: "121L: Clrcuses
aod carplvals enert asjor infloeoce.” tiesars. Cooger and Dgrk... . . Bul
0! whal we actually fand ia: van iive vabbit onsiage
by Blscustove the Magicima™ & ap eacellepl photogreph of Rey Bradbury
=ith Blackatone hiaself, t1aken thirly years oo....This weyward shylng-esay
of Life froo 4rt, or Art frow Life, i1heir refusal to bDe on any but the sost
Indirect terms pousible, I3 part af the fascivation of the COMPANION.

Far, af courme, Brydburys arl iz Mow part af gur lives. and i# imiertwined
with them 3o the most iIntiwete yet fipally oosearchable mey.

The tumciiot of the COMPAKION, then, i# La remlnd us of al) the good 1hings,
awd bylp ws f11) ip the geps. For imsrance. 1 now koaw Lbat thars sre st
Teast p1x stortes im DARE CAMNIVAL 11947) nol incorporated io the later
OCTORER COUNTRY, and thesw munt be sought out. Aod that Is omnly the begieming,
Jor Bredbury's total ficrlional output 16 Itated here In chronological order
(dafferent editlons are llsted toa). and Bill Molan wakes fairly clear
{he doean't pretend to be selling a fnlly-equipped bibllography) all tne
overlapplng hutfliogs, Amthology Sppearalces abd $01o magatine appear-
snces of shori fictlon from 1938 oo - a perpetusl source of bafflemeatr La
people lihe me. Likewise, 1{ you estl ta koow vhatever happened ta thal
dio play. LEVIATAAM "93, yoo cam find cut here, and refreek your memary with
4 well-chosen fecuimile af an yspubliabed mt page (with, for pa 5
a page ot MOBY DICE'y screanplay. John Huston sesms to have bean iostvom-
ental In intenstfying Bradbury' bitioad, and must be held raspoomsble far
w1l the subszquenl & rdae: and straima of style. But | think, im the
HALLOWE 'ER TAEE, Brydbury ia fioally making w amynthesly of naw myihopowic
smbiticos acd old tbemes.} There are almo tacsimiles from projected (1}m end
7880 veraions of THE MARTIAN CMROMICLES: there 18, in fact, far wors than 1
can o¥preas 1m & short apece. Kere ia Bradbury oo record and tepe {ane VS
Tecord coopany I» eaking available tranacriptions of severa) @radbury cadio
ahows of 1he “508), radia, TV and fllm (faacinatiog glimpses of productiond-
that~ t-have-been here). Here ia Brldbury‘ published verse froo 1937

, lettera ' . wrtlcles, raports. reviews,
intreductiaos, wnthologies, Mouth- nunng staga productiona sre listed
(there iz o facsinile of part of & "wusical drame” called DANDELION WINE
produced in 1967) and there are the usual freakish pighc-have-beeos,. Jlke

ap uapublil 4 operetin {or opperreita) called AAPPY ANWIVEREARY: 2116 AD
1326, there's & facaimile puge Of thal, toa). duthorised comie book mppémr-
noces of Bradbury's work are lixted {more 108 might-b. b : 1heye
wAt =0 Wliémpt 1o 7 ry-M 2] #trip of MARTIAN

CHRONICLES, still} umsold. ‘I‘lurq =2 « conpronies, end Oradvury d3d tha text
for a sirip of “Merd I» Haaven! - there's a facaimile and It warks
BuTPrisiogly well). Here, furthermore, mre books, theses, and artlcles about
Aay Braddury and a virtuslly snclusive cover of reisrences 1¢ him in books,
A1gazioes sod Gewapepe In 3 word, just sboul svéerythiag., Even foreign
radta sdaptatioss. Pity ¢ pice sdaptetion for the BEC jp 1963 () of

“Thers Wil) Come Soft Reins™ 13 oot ilsted bere, but B111 Nolan edmits

that bis date in tbis field is Dot complers. So Nolao $a buman afler alll
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The price, of caurse, is wbat you nighl expect; but the COMPAMION proalsea

loag yesrs of usefuloess {yoy cas always force your local 1ibrarism ta buy it),
and 1n any case ! can't imegioe eny aothar wore suited to thix kind of tresi-
@ent than Bradbury. The bett af his most receot work - “The Lost City of Nars™
88y, ar THE HALLOWE'EK TREE {1here's apparenily an 9nistipg screeoplay-jor-
animation o1 thar, by the way) - depends greatly ob 1hé reader being on old
fan}l1or terms with Bradbury country over a period of tmenty years or 3o,
Bradbury 13 now &b artist in Time. This baing 86, the COMPANION is peither

a dry biblicgraphy nor » mwerely personal acrapbook. 1t iz 3 logical concluaion:
aparl from the Introductory eessy, Bradbury has had no band in it at sl1, and
the Time Jdimenslon has tmlen over Opeo & page, and you're 1ike CrandIather
Spaulding in bit callpy, muming over bottles af dandelion wine. For ipatsnce,
most of the cavers of the verisnt editions of the msjor publications are
rollected bere, and n oere glanca =l Lhe cover of the tirst Corgi edition

of SILVEA LOCUSTS, or the Ha otvine cover foy FAHRENHEIT 451 - lost this

mAny ® y4ar - brisg back vivid aesories. (Thare's » faczimile of they

opansng page of an uapublisbed 1-act play of FAHRENMEIT 451.) 7Tbe sawe goes
for all the early versiobs and adaptations (my firat literary love, Clarlsae
McClel)an, filest mppesred, Lt aceas. under the guise of an Ind
cnllgd Anoa): you goly bave to read 1he words “'Captsip Wilder
of the electric insects” and you're away an a Lrip Ln the £3fth dimenason.

€oough, ¢noggh. ! only wish Bill Kelan could have included a photo ot
Joe Mugnaini, Or je it true thet Nr. Mogbalos looks like bis $llustration
of X. Yuoigant 10 "Skeleton"?




{(ke recalved a very large volume of mail ib reapanse to VECTOR 63 and the
farat 34gue of the NEWSLETTER. LBost of lbese lettérs mure gonersl comments
on the BSFA, =g thay have beeo included ip the NEWSLETTER. OQnly thoze which
apecitically comment on VECTOR €8 1p detai] have been included hersin, due to
the rictions of spsce - Ed))

Hen Buloer, 19, Orchard Wey, Borrmonden, Tonbridge, Kent TR12 LA

T Bave ... Bad & quick run through the copy af VEG Aod mutt sy &L odce that

you have bade u mowt jopressive debut mnd this 1x w fine igsue. The lgok of

the thing is good sod with g fex gdverts end illos will fulfil) the promise.

The articlma have 2 bigh Interset ratio - at lesst for me - and the editorial
pETIONE COBes Over with just ebout the right smount of impersonsl/personslity
I do not eovy you the tepk of editing an assacisties jourbsl, snd I just hope

everyone rallies around and gives you sll the help possibl .

. .On Chris Morgan e review of HWSF 23 - published 2 very very long tite mgo -
I remd this sgeio atd nod my hegd sagely. .gnd reslize that, thaenkfully,

this La just hia opinion, That he is msguided, the poor chap, goes withowt
sying; but it war nice actually to see B review of the book «t all. | euppose
I cught to raise the guesiion =ith a nes= editor of the relakionship between
revlow and criticism in the zine, wad I teod Lo believe that there is no
reason at all why V ¢sobot handle criticise as wel) gs aoy other zine, say
Foundation. Siople little opinion=reviews may f11) apaces; their value
dapends on the readers' opinion of the reviewer.

L4 ¥. Lewis, 8 Aldis Avenue, Stovmarker. Suffolk
tany thanks for the loog ewsited sppearance of VECTOR 69. VECTOR LIVES!
{ = 8 whisper 1n ®y car asks “for how fucking loog?")....Tha curreébt issue
Decesasrtly cerrles much out of date stuif, however 3t was gopd regding and
it seama you are set fair fo ewrry on so the yredition built up by Nalcolm
Edwards. Aiso Ib tios T sxpect to see your owp personelity coming through
The big omme articles ware good and seened comehow Lo even Ay dJull pind to
dovetail into one another wail with a comeon theame rupnlpg through Lhem, how-
&var given individuel interpretstions. The reviews were al) the mare inter—
eating &s | bad read one or two of the books mentioned and sesn one of the
filme (Zurdoz). It wax w good filp 28 af (ilws go but | thought some of the
#ets a bit cheawp, i.¢ many polythene bags ond ¥slls in evidence. Too much
conventional equipment used to be a believable future era. .. .. . -Please pore
4art in the next VECTOR, the cover was good bul the interior needs 3 little
livening up. .1 passed a happy morning in the sun on the back lawn reading
VECTOR. snd so really glad the BSFA 15 back on the road again.

tley Patrerson, Finches, 7 Cawbridge Rond, Beaconsfisld, Pv:iks HP9 1IHW

-..In ope sevss Hen Bleter i3 right: VECTOR has been ons of the BSFA‘'s hewd-
achea...the probléma are finding and keeping en sditor, keeping to 8 regulsr
schedule, filoding msterial and gerting published. .. Hyself [ 3&¢ no choies:
YECTOR muat continue if Lbe BSFA 1% to contlnué to attrect new members. Rard
atuft on af iw what vew megbers want  Recent issues have hed sbout the
right content, end # 69 you've picked some good reprints, particularly Bob
Shaw  Book reviews are essential, even though the BSFA ia yoked Lo deallng
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with bardbgcks whieh 1 can't get (can't afford to buy and local librery won't
order fiction any more, indeed they will buy no new Iiction in the foreseeadle
future).....A colupn on faozines (sb. | 3¢¢ you mention that).  but a3 Hob
Shew says 13 hie speech a fannish image €30 upset ovtsiders, o not too msuch
of that,

Yom Jones. 11 Paist Roysl, Rectory Lane, Brachnell, Berks

First off in this VECTOR loc let me endorse the yview that YECTOR oust cootinue.
If from ne other grounds that ecooemic, 1t would be worthwhile being o ownber
it 21) one received was 6 or even 12) beéwsletters a year. VECTOR ie the one
povitive thing the BSFa pruduces If VECTOR can becone regular, and stay reg-
ular (si1h the aid of Kellog's K?)it could become a real force Ln af.

Hou on to YECTOR & which ahould really have carrsed an articie on sex in

French st Jeees Dlish's article was excellent. Thix flat plmbeé convention
for the solar ayaten was carried out ioto the galaxy (after all, the nodsls
alveys shov thet ms flmt!) by af writers. [ remember a book by Capt. ¥.E. Johus
where be half [ries his heroes by mi¥ing their spaceship pass Détwesn two ELRE.
I beljeve there was B claever éxplanalion as to wpy (hey covldn't go round them
in & lateral darection but none at all as o why they couldn’t go over or under.
I'® sure this 19 becoute humsna saldom have to think in 3 dimensions, excepl
for ane or two prof jona (sircraft pilots, astroneuts)., For =most of us the
majority of ouvr thinking cnd acticne are im straighc lines, one dimensional,
and the remainder ip planes, two dimensicnal. TRUS weé are not used to think-
10g in 3 dimeneiona, and this certainly shows 1n 3¢, This one dimensional
world Lhegry ix g fmvourite of mine 50 ] chall force myself not to rabbit on
about 1t

1 ser a ¢annectios betmeen what Bob Saaw and Tony Sudbery are aaying Most
scieoce fiction iw in fart gadget ficlion, 20d 1% udually pretty poor as Iit-
erature This type of story is full of sction and wonderful things, it has
a high gosd content. Two entirely aeparate groups of resdere are attracted
to thig litersture; juveniles gnd those wanting #n emsy relaxing read. This
type of sf ip gnalogous to the ¢ssy liatening atation music, To vrite good
science fiction which 18 alse geod literature would appear to be very diff-
jcult s you don't seé wuch of 1% The rest of 51 £3)lm into the speculative
fiction field. Theme stories esploy science fiction backdrops, sapuceships,
esp and humans ir fonony shapes ealled aliena, but really they're mysteries
or Lbriilers or Boya Own adveoture stories sprinkled with the attributes of
sf. Tbhis is 0ot 16 asy they necesdarily bad, this 1sn't so, but they do
sidestep the dasues. C'est la vie.

Pleased to see sone good book rewiews for a change. Conelse, give sufficient
ioformation aod may Lf the reviewsr I1kes st. (Unfortunately Cy Cheuvin's
review leta it down., HKere ve have the mention of = Llittle Haown literary
wagazine and @ psge avd 8 half of blurb telling us the reviewer's criterin
for the revies which art 86 Rebulous i1 boils down to “1f | think 1t's good".
There are few good ¢ritics in sf Ind the 1wo sho spring to mLnd are both
acconplished writers ¥ikth this background wbekr criticidme da not boil down
to “if | think §e's good”. Theéy give ab pbjective eriticiszm, On the other
hand $L°% part of a reviewer's job to give s subjective judgment This should
not be preceded by 14 pages of justification as to what's geod or bad. After
ull, enjoyment 53 sybjective and daesn’'t depeod on someons’s definition of
good and bad litersture 1'm 3frgi¢ This was 8 revies attempting o be a
criticism and 1t failed on both counts

4 good 1ssue, beaytitul)y stapled (il wonder who did that™! - Ed)), hope you
cao keep the simpdarg up, Sorry the letter 1s somewhat fragmentary. Just
thynk of it 28 3 new wave letter,



56 VECTOR 20
Terry Jeeves, 230 Bannerdale Road, Sheffield S)L 9FE

Firev off, may I say how plesged [ am ta zét VECTOR once again aftér these
many moong. I khow thnt maoy wixe {?) men have yoted the maguzine juto limbo. .
a3lly of them, as when we firsl set up the BSFA, and conceived VECTOR. .the
1dea a5, VECTOR =ould 1apk ALL members together, including the passive anmg
To such people, a YECTOR .IS worth the coft ar = yearly sub.

.. .Bo 1o VECTOR &9 not a great deal of variety. .. but for the first time in
sges, 1 enjoyed tha whole of the issue. Jomes Bligh ves oncellant. Hs got
4 B4l confua+d io bis explanation of "paradigs" Bt one point, ¢musing »e to
reud the phrase several tioes before getling his drift; after that 1t was ex-
celleot reading, .Brian Aldiss was equally as good, and it was a3 pleasure to
sce hin sway fros the New Wave atyle of prose. Sudbery waso't on my wave=
length but that doesn’t mean 1 disliked the piece...just oo reactlon Then
of course, Bob Shaw was at supeérb og ever...The book reviews were aleo goad..
but a tritle roo wordy snd aiming to B¢ Jaterery cirtiques rether than infor-—
matien as to what 1x mygilable.

For the future??? Well, keep Lhe material on/by authors on a par with this
163ue and you won't go far wrong. Raviews, .6horten 'em and include mare
titles io the same 3pace  or 1999, Add some interior artsork. The cover
was mycellent .50 let's have other equally good stufl inside. How sbout g
s0le or trede column?? Brief faniine réviess, and maybe liztings of local
lan groups. .Otherwise keep up tbe good work....ond DQ keep it coning.

Sonya Porter, 6 Robin Hood (hze St Johns, Woking, Surrsy

.Beb Shaw's erricle: ] agree wilh his somment th “there is good' sI that
glves no pleasure and ‘bad” =l Lhat 31x gnjoysble”, Fred Hoyle's writing
wouldb't cobvince a 3-year old but 1'1] read anything he =riteas decause his
ideas are marvellous. On the olher hand, although Heinlelio 14 contidered n
Noster, gpart from his short stories, I find him unreadable (PS "Verbal indig-
sstionvgs the eupression 1 #es hunting far!).

Ref Tony Sudbery's erticle...sno still talking of kdeas, 1 tend to the old
<oncept that 5 15 about Idess firkt ond bow those ideax wifect people second.
People and thelr probléms are for mpingtragp fiction - too much of 1t In af
can ruin 2 good ytory. Beoemher that short-lived and much ballybooed TV series
"Moonbase I'? Remewber how 1t was billed as the f1rat mdult aclence flecion
televiplon series - concerned with pecple wore than gadgets and bug-eyed
ponatera? W®ell, thut's wbat wuok it. No gction, mo ideas, no senss of wonder -
no ditiarent trom Earth and its problens. Woonbase 3 jJust became Peyton=Plece-
tn-ppuce. And talking of gadgetry - which Tony peema ta hate - i1 Just goes
to show that 1t takas 8l)] sorts to make av &f world, because T lave “em!

The more, the wackier, the weirder, the better!

Lastly, I pust 39y [*ve snjoyed VECTOR €3 more than tbe others 1've receiyed
Maybe it's just because ]1°ve been 3n fandom 2/3 yeara naow abd am beginping 10
TRCORN16E Nemes, understand Lbe jargom eic. To anyooe resding bis/her first
fanzine, 1'd give this mdvice - xtay with it! Fandom may seem weird now byt
in a couple of ymara t you'll wonder how you ever lived without §t?

({Which i5 unfortunately all we have room far. The rest of the letlers, wboot
the BSFA ete, mppeémr an Lbé NEWSLETTER - Ed))



